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My Deak Brethren, 

||HE Providence of God, which 
firft ordain'd a fpirltual Rela- 
tion between us, has fecn fit 
to plitte Ttie at a Diftance from 
I you now -, but wherever my 
Lot lalls, I hope my Concern for your e- 
temal Welfare will always be the fame ; 
he that hearetli Prayer, 1 truft, will one 
Day bear witnefs to this : In the mean timej 
to give fome fmall Inftailce of it more im-; 
mecuately to yourfelves, I here tender to 
you a ihort Scheme of our Chriftian Duty 
(drawn up in the vacant Hours of my Re- 
tirement) with Ibme peculiar. Remarks on 
the ordinary Occafions of our mifcarrying 
in the Feiformahce of ir, principally in- 
tended for your fpiritual Ufe and Benefit, 
■ that my Pen migM fupply (in fome mea- 
fbfb) what my lealed Lips are not ocher- 
iRife aUow'd to do; 



Now, to difcourfe aright in Matters of 
Religion, as my prefent Purpofe is, Imufl: 
begin (where all our greateft Undertakings 
ought to do) -with looking clofely to the 
End : And what the End of all Religion is, 
every Soul (who profeffes any) willreadi- 
ly agree with me, is to be happy wlien we 
aye ; or ifi the familiar Language of aC34ri- 
ftian, to fave our immortal Souls for ever. 

The Ihort Contents of my friendly Let- 
ter to you then, I purpofe mall be thefe. 

I. To reprefent to you, in the plaineft 
Manner that I can^ this great and awful 
Concern cJfus all, thf favingof.our Soitts. 

II. *f6%y before y6u,^):he fure p^ocrfs 
and undeiiiable Authority we Have t<J con- 
vince us dl, of the Certainty of an; endlefs 
Life after Death, and of the vaft Concerns 
that every one of us have therein. An^' 
• in. To .fti<iw you what fevourable/'Cpri- 
ditions God requires on .our Sides," under 
the GofpelXovenant of Grace, for the fa- 
ving of our Souls for ever. And 

' Lafthr, 1*0 prbpofe Tome few Rules, high- 
ly advilable to be lifed by you, in order to 
compafs that great Endf of dying comfor- 
tably, and being fafe and happy unto all. 
tternity. 

I. To begin with the firft of thefe then. 
How great ^d awful a Concern is it to u& 

all, to fave our Souls for ever? And Imalce 

f. • • ' ■ ' 
no 



no doubt, but you'll readily anfwer this 
pknnj though great Queftion, from the 
g;reateft to the leaft of you, that you fted- 
raftly believe and know thisy to be the higb- 
eft Concern you have, or can have, in the 
World. Yet, fince a great Apoftle could 
fay (in Refpeft to all the Do<itrincs of the 
Chriftian Faith) that be would not be fjegll- 2. Pet. 1. 
gent to put bis People in Remembrance of tbem^ "• 
though they knew them before. I hope it will 
not be thought needlefs in me, to inlarge 
a little upon fo conliderable a Subjeft. 

The faving of our Souls, is a Thought, 
I know, that ever and anon will arife in the 
bufieft Worldling's Mind (let him do what 
he can j) but how much is imply'd in it, or 
what Means are to be ufed, for working 
out our Salvation, is too (lightly confi- 
dered, Pm afraid, by Men of greater Parts 
and Lcifure, to be thoroughly undcrftood, 
or pradlically known. My Defign at pre- 
fent therefore is, to look as far into the 
true Nature and Means of our Salvation, as 
the Light of Reafon and Revelation toge- 
ther fhall direft me (both for your Sakes 
and my own) and in as few and plain Words 
as I can, to lay the whole Account before 
you. 

To fave any thing in general which God 
has given us, is, in the firft and plaineft 
Scn^ of it, to put it to fuch Ufes, and im- 
prove it to fucn Advantages, as were in- 
tended by him that made \x^, w vcv ^^ 
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Nature of the Thing, it is capable of; for 
inrhatfoever Creature of Gqq is debafed, 
corrupted, or degenerates from its own 
Kind, is plainly fo far in its Way to Riiiq 
or Deftrudion. Now the Souls of Men, 
we know, are created in the Image of God 
i.iy. (his own Word affures fo) that is, they are 
reafonable and immortal Spirits to be fure, 
which can difldnguilh common Good fron\ 
Evil, and fliall never dye •, for nothing lefs 
than that can refemble him. Nor has the 
fall of Adam fo deftro/d tlxis Qrigiual Stamp 
of pra(5tica] Reafon upon them, but that 
Solomon could call the Spirit of Man^ the 
Lamp or Candle of the Lord flill, even be- 
fore the Light of the Gofpd did appear ; 
which St. Paul explains in dearer Words 
to us, when He tells us, that the Gentiles 
having not the Law^ are a Law unto them-- 
fehes^ Jbewing the Work of the Law written in 
their Hearty their Confcience aljb bearing wit-^ 
nefsj and their Thoughts the mean while accu- 
ftngj or elje excuftng one another: And thofe 
Gentiles were as much the Offspring of 
fallen Adam (to be fure) as we. Give me 
leave therefore to afk this plain Queftion of 
you all ; Whether you don't tKink this 
Light of natural Confcience fhines as clear 
in your Chriftian Hearts at this Day, as the 
Apoftle here tells us it did in all the Hear- 
then World of old ? Do you ever do any 
Thing in the common and familiar Aftions 
of Litb, and not know in your Hearts, 
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whether it be right or wrong, juft or uiv 
juft, innocent or evil, harmlefs or injurious 
to yourfelves or others ? 'Tis afhrewdSign 
and little lefs than a Demonftration to me, 
that fomething is within you, which fhews 
you all thefe Things j fince nothing is more 
common than judging others, and calling 
this or t'other Perfon, a good, or bad 
Man, by what you fee them do ; which is 
an unhappy Ufe of God's Gobdnefs to us 
in beltowmg the divine Gift of Reafon up- 
on our Souls, but is an open ConfeiTion, at 
the fame Time, that we fenfibly feel with- 
in ourfelves, and (even in our own Opini- 
on of it) do think that he has done fo ; 
clfe we fhould have little Grounds, or ra- 
ther none at all, to take up fuch Opinions 
and fpe^k fo freely as we d!o, of any other 
Men i and no lefs Evidence of the fame 
Things are the ordinary Reproaches of our 
own Hearts, the Sting of Confcience, and 
that palpable Self-Condemnation, which 
ever ana -anon we feel within ourfelves, as 
often as we fin wilfully, or do any manir 
feftly unreafonable Adhon whatfoeven As, 
on the contrary, the comfortable Satisfa- 
flion. Content and Approbation of our 
Hearts, when we do a fair, juft and honefi 
Thing^ proves as plainly a^ain, that fuch 
a Monitor of our Dut>% and fuch a Touch? 
ftone to try Good and Evil by, is form'd 
andfix'dby our Maker's Hand, in the very 
Subftance of our reafonable SquU« 

A 4. \^«! 



I may be thought to fay too much upon 
fo plain a Point as this, but the great Sub-^ 
Jca of our Salvation which I am. now up- 
on, *6b'liges me to put you thus particu- 
larly in Mind, of the. true Ufe and Nature 
of your Souls ; and for hO lefs Reafon than 
this; becaufe the laft Sentence upon eve- 
ry Creature at the Day of Judgment, will 
have a peculiar Regard to the refpe6Hve 
Nature, as well as other Gifts, which God 
has given to them here; and more efpe- 
cially the reafonable Nature of Man will 
have fo mighty an Influence in determining 
their eternal Happinefs or Mifery at that 
Day, that all the Hpathen World (which 
if we may judge pf l^umbers by Length 
of Tinjc and Extent of Countries, very 
much Exceeds all the reft) will have their 
final Doom for ever according to the Ufe 
or Abufe of their natural Reafon alone ; 
for fo the infpir'd ApoftJ e exprefly tdls lis, 

. ii. tjiin as many ds have Jiiiifd ^tbout the LeeoOy 
Jball alfo perijb' without Law. And let not 
Jews or Chriftians therefbrb, under any 
Difpenfation of Grace whatfoever, vainly 
think they Ihall not be called to a ftrift Ac- 
count, one Day, for every Sin they com- 
mit aeainft th^t natural Light which God 
has given them (befides the other Benefits 
of a higher Nature) in comn^on with the 
others, fince fo great a Part of Mankmd 
fhall be condemn'd for that alone, and 

li- 4- Gcd will bejuftified (as holy Z)«vWs Word§ 

arc) 
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are) when bejfeaketb^ and clear tvben be 
jitdgetb. ' ' " - . ■; ., 

And the praiftical Ufe I inakc of this, 
ipi the great Affair of your Salvation, is, 
ferioufly to warn you all, how dangerous a! 
diine it is, in your common Enfiployments 
or daily Cpnverfation in the World to 
flight natural Confcicnce, or- venture up- 
on any Adtion, which your own Hearts 
Aiilgive you ip, how loudly foever the. 
common Praftice of the World may recom- 
mend it to you, and your own Hearts per- 
haps but foftly whifper within you, that 
it is not good, fafe, or warrantable to be 
done, for after that manner indeed right 
Reafon always fpeaks to Men ; even as God 
himfelf did to. the great Prophet of old •, i.KiflP 
not in Hurricane of Storm, Fire, or Earth- *^^ **• 
quake, but in a ftill fmall Voice ; and 
happy are they who liften to that, as the 
bleffed Elijah did to that Call of God : For 
*tis incredible, what a hopeful Progreft 
you would make every Day in the Work 
of your Salvation, if you kept to this plain 
Rule aipne ; as, on the contrary, 'tis Mat- 
ter of the greateft Danger, and hardly 
confiftent with the faving of Men's Souls, 
to them that mind it not, 

And two Sorts of Men are more imme- 
diately concerned to lay this Truth to Heart, 
if ever they hope to give a tolerable Ac-. 
count to God, for niaking them reafonablc 
Creatures, which we fe^ all Men muft one 
Dayfurelydo. x.KSl 



I . All thofe over-bufy, laborious World- 
lings, who appear careAil above all other s^ 
but in Truth are too thoughtlcfs and in- 
Confiderate ChriJKans at the beft, who toil 
to Day as they' did Yefterday, and are 
prepared to dp juft the fame to Morrow, 
ifi an eager Purfuit of every gainful Ad- 
vantage and Improv^nient that StocH 9 
Trade, Hufbandry, Markets or Bargains 
put in their way, till the Day itfelf fails 
them, or their Strength can bear no niore 5 
or, if a leifure Hour be ftill left, they- 
tamely ftrike in and clofe "vdth any idle 
Company or unprofitable Paftime, that 
Chance or Temptation fliall unhappily of- 
fer to them : Such I have obferv*d in the. 
World abroad, and I heartily wilh there 
were hone amongft our felves -, for where 
ib ftrong an Inclination is, to thrive fafter, 
and get a larger Portion of the Worl4 
than the reft that are about them, 'ti^' 

greatly to be fear'd they muft be lefj at 
eifure (and lefs difpos'd too) to commune 
with their own Hearts, and confcientioufly 
enquire there, what moral Good or Evil,, 
what ftrift Juftice or Honefty there is in e- 
very Aftion of the Day ; and more efpeci- 
ally, where few or (peradventure) no Mi- 
nutes at all are allowed by them, in th« 
whole, to refleft in fome Retirement or 
another, and confider ferioufly with them- 
felves what the End or Confequence will 
be of every thing they have been doin^^^ 
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in Rdation to their Account with God, 
and the faving of their Souls. 

By fuch Ncgleft of natural Confcienc^, 
and not fo miich as confultins the plain 
Rules of their own Reafon within them*, 
which may be learnt without Book or Let- 
ters, (by the eafy Tafk of thinking on- 
ly) *tis fad to obferve, what dangerous 
Sins infinuate themfetves into the Lives 
and Pradljces of too many Men : For no 
otKerwife than fo, could fecret Frauds and 
Deceit, Falfenefs and Hypocrify, Injuftice 
and Oppreflion, Unfaithfulnefs and Over- 
reaching of others in Trade, Truft, Bar- 
gain, Contraft, or the like, abound fo 
much, and pafs fo current as they do -, to 
the utter Rum of fuch thoughtlefs (and o- 
therwife perhaps well-meaning Souls) as we 
are fpeakins of now. For who could be 
isnorant, that did but lay his Hand upon 
his Heart, and confult no other Cafuifl 
than his own Confcience there, that thefe 
and fuch like daily Praftices of crafty Chap- 
men, fharping Traders, hard Ufurers, and 
other WorldSi^s of every Kind, are uni- 
verfally condemned as finful and unjuftifi- 
able Ways of dealing, by the common Senfe 
and Reafon of all Mankind. And thus 
the Salvation of many Souls is brought to 
the laft Degree of Danger, and hard to be 
recovered (fo long as they go on fo) mere- 
ly for not making a due Ufe of that natu- 
ral Reafon, which God ftani^t xx^qtvxJdrxsil 



at their firft Creation, and even after the 
Fall, is thus far remaining in them ftilL 
But, 

z^r. Another Sort of Men there is, who 
think more, and reafon better in the ordir 
nary Affairs of common Cdnverfation thian 
xhofe others do, who make a fairer ,Ap* 
pearance of an ingenuous Education, of 
natural Parts, and a creditable Cabacity 
for any ufcful Bulinefs in ^the World that 
lyes in their way, yet by meeting with 
Temptations to lenfual Pleafure on every 
hand of them (as the manner of Buiinefs 
indeed, as well as Idlenefsis,. in our Days* 
to offer many to them) and finding a for- 
ward Inclination of corrupted Nature with- 
in them, ready to comply and clofe with 
theni-, they cfrop that inward Guide, for 
the time, which God appointed for them ; 
fall in Love with prefent Pleafure (as 'tis 
too natural to ^o) and pbiefving that the 
common Libertines, and Sons of Mirth 
and good Fellowfhip, feem to have the 
lareeft Portion of it, they unwarily caft 
their. Lot amongft them, and by dint of 
good Nature (a& they are willing to think 
it) or from a well-bred Principle (as the 
World has made it) not to break Company^ 
they yield to the flattering Temptation,! 
coment to do as others do, and make' 
themfelves one with them ; till by infenfi- 
ble Degrees, they come from moderate 
9nd cautious good Fellowfhip at firftj, tQ. 

•31 dowvv- 
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VL dciwnright HlbitJ of gratifying their Ap- 
petites as freely to the fall, as they fee 
the' Generality of the World about tnem^ 
without Remorfe or Scruple at it, fo chear'- 
/ully and contentedly do. 

Aiid though fbe/e are too;cjuick of Ap- 
prehcnfion, nbt to hear the inward "WhiP 
pers of natural Gonfcience ever and anph 
giving the Akrm ; yet in that Civil War 
between the Law erf the Members arid 
the. Law of the Mind (as St. P^w/ exprefTes 
it). Appetite and Habit together, get f6 
entire a Viftory, that they filence and beai- 
down that faJrfifiil Monitor within them, 
till they infenfibly bring the unwary Soiil 
into Captivity to the Law of Sin : For n<H 
thing lefs comes.' of it, when Conifcience 
is tiais -laid a(leep,-than a ready Refolutiofi 
to huindur every Inclination to prefent 
PJeafure. .(be.it wmt it wtil) that either a 
Man's own Flefh and Blood, or the flat- 
tering Temptations of riotous br wanton 
Company fhall foUicite or invite him to. 
And from hence come Drunkennefs, In- 
temjjermc^ Wantonnels, Adultery, For-* 
nication, commonSwearing, Strife, Quar- 
relling, and too 'O^en,' the crying Sin of 
Murder too, whidh are the higheft In- 
flances wherein humane Nature (as fuch) 
can abufe their reafonable Souls, or of- 
fend their God : And by the little which 
has been faid, I think it*s very plain, that 
if; the Admonitions of natural Confcience 
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jvpre foberly attended to, from the .firft 
j^ife and Prpgrefs, to the laft end and.fi- 
niftiing of this Courfe of Life, the Souls of 
inany fuch endangered Sinners might be 
kept in a hopeful Wot of Salvation •, as I 
h^ve lhewn.you the former Sort of Men, 
inight by th£ fanle Mes^s be fafe, and in 
the right Way to eternal Happinefs too ; 
whereas by the, Neglect and flignting of it^ 
thefe latter are in Danger ot hearing a 
more unanfwerable Chame againft them 
at the laft Day than the former may do, 
^y how much their Advantages are inma^ 
ny Refpefb the greater of the two. 

Thus far.:! thought fit to hint to voA; 
the Advants^y that migltt be made; c^that 
natural Rj^afoii, wherewith Cur bountifiil 
Creator enrichM our Souls, towards thee- 
teraalSalTatioa of then^ ;andl aflfedibnateiy 
}?ef ommend it to the ferious Conlideration 
of you alif. 

The other Dignity atiSilg irom GodS 
Image in us, is t](us, that Our Souls ate im- 
mortal, and (haU nevet dytj which is as 
ftrong a Motive (one would think) as in- 
finite Wifdom (feuid oSetj to engage us 
to an awful Care and perpetual Watchful- 
ricfs ovef all our Wap, that we endanger 
not at any time the Welfare of our Soms^ 
fince (by this NecefBty of Nature) they 
muft remain to all Eternity, what we m 
them for, by the Ufc we make of theiri 
in our time of Trial htre: Whidi is iii 
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plain Tertns, • as Divine Revelation affures 
us, either for cverlafling Happinefs and 
Joy in Fellowfliip and Communion with all 
reafonable, rigl^teous and hc^y Spirits a- 
bove, (even God himfelf, the Lord Jefiis 
Cbrift^ the ever bleffed Angels, and the 
glorified Saints of our own Nature) if we 
make Innocence, Holincfs and Virtue, the 
Choice of our Wills, and Practice of our 
Lives, to. qualify us for fo blefs*d an Eter- 
nity : Or otherwife for Sufferings and Mifery 
infupportable (as endlefs as the other) ft 
we debafe the Excellency of our Heavea- 
born Nature, turn the Bent and Byafs of 
our reafonable Soul^ to the Love of fenfual 
and brutilh Pleafure, prefer the Wages of 
Sin here upon Earth for a few Moments, 
before the Rewards of Righteoufnefs infu- 
red to us in Heaven for ever : For fiich a 
CourTe of Life (your fcLyes being Judges) 
muft direiSUy fit us for the Coinpany of 
fallen Angels only, who rebelled againft 
God from the Beginning, and of fuch mi,* 
ferable Chitdren of Meii^ who would not 
continue in the Ufe of that reafonable Nar 
ture, wherein God created them, chough 
they had th^ additional Gifts of Grace too 
for making their natura^rjCnunortality a ne^ 
ver ending. Bleffing Co thepiy asGoa inten- 
ed it ihomd be. |/ 

And thatj the Soul of Nlan itfelf is in« 
wardly cao(cio!)s and fenfible of fuch a 
tutire Imnyoitality efleaaally beli^ng^g ta 
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it, is manifeBL by; the Sentiments of thd 
:w2fe and thinJdnjg HeathcHs of old ; whole 
'natural Divinity (Without Prophecy orRevd- 
latipn to guide tnem) abounds with Varie- 

g' of Notions about the different State and 
ondition of good and bad Men's SouIS 
'after their Separation froih the Body. Dc^ 
lightful Manflons of Joy and Pleafure on the 
one hand, and dolefd Abodes of Mifery 
and Torture on the other, for departed Souls 
. t efpeftively to dwell in, in another World, 
ire familiarly to be read and met with iii 
. the Records arid JJiftories of their Times'^j 
hay, moft of the Gods they generally wbr- 
. Shipped, were no other (m their own O- 
f inion of theni) thin Tome ^e'atl Heroes j 
rriiifccs, oi* othii.rTeifohs ofllenbwn, who 
had Once. lived amongft them,, and a|ter 
Deliii 'Were tranflslted (as thejr cbnceiv*d) 
to fbme eminentCxJnftellation, * Planet, ' of 
othcff bright and fltihiiig Body in the Hea^ 
yeiis, for their* gtfeitt ExceUttiff^ indi Pih- 
ortincnce above cithefs htt-ei-Tjpdrf Earth, 
Und for that ReafOn thcryf^i^. Altars to 
their Honour j- bfifer'd Sacrifice, arid wor- 
^fliippdl therti// Whic fhews that they 
^ilcover'd, not only the ImirhdrtaKty of 
tiieir Souls, but in the very Nattiire or the 
thing itfelf. Rewards and l^mfhmients , 
Happinefs and Mifery too, . ateording tci 
the Ule or Abufe of thdfe'tfinfcehdent 
Powers and Pafulties wkkh'thej plainl/ 
ikw God had j^veit to the rcafiMuig Soi^ 

f of 
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of Men above every kind of Creature in 
the vifible Creation befides. 

But I will not infift upon the ftrongeft 
Arguments df Men fo^ this momentous 
Truth of the Imniortaliry df our Souls, 
fince the God of Truth hinlfelf has fo gra- 
cioufly vouchfafed to clear up all Objeftions 
againft it, and infsdlibly corifirm'd it to us; 
And this leads me to the fecond general 
Head of my Difcourfe, which is this : 

n. To lay before you the fure Proofs 
and undeniable Authority we Chriftians 
have, to convince us all of the Certainty 
of aLife to come, and of the great Concerns 
that every one of us have therein. 

Now this is an Enquiry (you'll readily 
agree) which plainly relates to a World 
we never yet faw, nor, in the Nature of 
the thing, poffibly can fee, till corrupti- 
ble Fle(h (hall put on tncorruption : For 
this is what our blefled Saviour faid, as 
well to his fanftify'd Apoftles as to the 
unbelieving Jews, a little while before his 
Return into that other World from whence 
he came-, j€s I faid unto the Jezvs (faid he) J^^- ^^^ 
whither I go^ you cannot come^ fo now fay /^'' 5 • 
unto jou 5 arJd prcfeiitly ^er, he nlore ex- 
prefly told St. Peter^ IVbitber I go thou 
coffjl not foUcw me now^ but thou fialt foU 
low me ifterwards ; plamly ffaewing them, 
that till their Mariality fbould be Jivallowed * ^or. t. 
upoflAfe^ and thk is at their Refurredtioii ^' 
front tM Dead, there could be ivolSxtiLtwac^ 
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for their Flefh and Blood into that fpiri- 
tual and eternal Kingdom. And lince a 
fenfible View then, or a prefent Vifion of 
it is notto be had here, what Means, can 
our own Hearts conceive, fhould God Al- 
mighty himfelf ufe to affure the Sons of 
Men upon Earth, of fuch another World 
to come, and of the everlaftins Concern of 
every one of us there ? Could an exprefe 
Merienger from himfelf give us any Satis- 
faftion about it? In fome meafure, you will 
furely fay, it might ; provided we could 
have unqueftionable Proof, that he was a 
true and faithful one j and be as certain al- 
fo that he really came from thence, and 
perfeftly knew all Things that are there : 
For in Tl>ings unfeen, and ih Places un- 
known, this is the higheft Evidence imagi- 
nable that can be given of them : And up- 
on fuch Grounds as this it is th^t Mankind 
ChearfUly go on, in ttheir temporal and 
civil Affairs, even when they are of very 
great Moment to them. Thus (for In- 
ftance) whole States and Kingdoms, we 
know, in thefe latter Ages of ours, have 
not onlyhearken'd to creditable Men's Re- 
ports, but have made large Adventures, 
and fettled coftly Traffick inCountrys vaft- 
ly diftant from them, crofTed dangerous 
and terrible Seas, never known or feen by 
them, upon the bare Authority of fome 
credible Informers, who told theAi they 
came from thence » and had been Eye*- 

Witneflcs 



Witiieffcs of the profitable Fruitt ahdTrea- 
fures of thofc foreign Countries where they 
had been. For after this Manner, the rich 
and mighty Trade of both the Indies at firft 
began ; and in doing fo the Event proves 
they went advifably on, for *tis well known 
to what confiderable Advantage it has, 
tum*d. In like Marnier, do not the great- 
eft Kings arid Princes of this World take 
their ufualMeafures of civil Policy andPra- 
iftice, make Peace and War, feal Confede- 
i^cies arid Alliances, forbid or allow of 
Trade and Commerce;, and do many fuch 
like publick Aflts of Govcrfiment, of the 
hiffheft Importance to thcpifelves and Sub- 
jeSs, upon the crediblelntormation of their 
rcfpe&ve Envoys or Embaffadors, 6r other 
credible Subje£b refidlng in the Ccrurts or 
Countfys of foreign Princes, as fait diftunt 
from them perhaps as the Earth almoft ex- 
tends, and which they never faw them- 
felves, or ever think to fee : Such rational 
E^dsDOe does all Mankind allow d credi- 
tabfe Teftiinony to be, of Things unfeen. 

And now (my dear brethren) think fe^* 
riouiiy, and judgei^ia becomethMeft, iMiiRt 
I apply thefe faitiilkur Obf^ratiofts^ to the 
great and monientoiu^ulHefir which I have 
mH^d; excufing only the Difpftip^ 
Of Comparifbhs, Smct anemul Sinoilitudd 
in our ffC9t Cafe, ^9»ft poffibly be found 

Oitf Enquiriesrate^r ¥^hattCeitaiiiCyhaVe 

w^, wliMw«iiffe(hwe,of\iii^^%*^^ 



after Death ? What iriannerof Place is thit 
unfeen World we are then to go to? And 
what will the refpeftive Lot and Portion 
of every one of us (and of all Mankind 
with us) affuredly be, when we leave this 
World and get thither? Thefe are the 
great Qgeftions before us. And to anfwer 
with as much Reference to the foregoing 
inftanfces, as the Thing will bear ; we have 
furely had a Meffenger, and in the higheft 
Charafter of a divine Ambaflkdor from the 
King of Heaven too, cloathed with Flefti 
and Blood like ourfelves, that he might the 
. more familiarly difcourfe with us about thefe 
great, invifiblcLand eternal Things ; and 
lent as furely to us from- that uidoiown 
World, we are fo highly defirousto be in- 
formed of (and more furely too) than any 
mortal Man whatfoever could poffibly fa- 
. tisfy us, that he came from any fore^n 
Coimtry upon Earth to this our native 
Land ; for that the blefled Jefus^ the Au- 
thor of our Faith and Finilher of our Sal- 
vation, was infallibly fuch an one, the un- 
exceptionable Teftimonials he brought a- 
long with him (which I am now about to 
lay before you) I make no Queftion will 
convince you all, to the full. For. what 
were the Teftimonials . the Lord Je/us 
; brought from Heaven with him, to demon- 
.firate to all the World, who he was, and 
^from whence- he came? Were they hi^ own 
' folcmn Viffirmation only, in the Ckei No t 
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He tnifted not to that, though he truly 
told the Jews^ that if he bore Record of 
himfelf, his Record was true, becaufe the 
Aimighty Father was with him. Were they 
a Cloud of other Witneffes then to vouch 
for his Fidelity and Truth in all that he faid 
or did ? He depended not on that neither j 
though he often and unanlwerably appealed 
to the Teftimony of Mofcs and the Pro- 
phets, and of St. John Baptift concerning 
himfelf, who was the greateft Perfon at 
that Time, that had been born of a Wo- 
man. Were they Letters Patent then figned 
and fcaled (like the ten Commandments of 
that Law) by the Hand of God, the King 
of Heaven hjmfelf, from whom' he came ? 
Not fo neither ; though fuch Credentials 
are the higheft Evidence, that the wifeft 
Princes upon Earth do put their Truft in s 
but whether written with Ink and Pen, or 
'aven with Steel or Diamond, the atheir 
ical Sceptix:ks of the World, would cen? 
fure them, as liable to Counterfeit or For- 
gery through the Wickednefs and Craft of 
.Men. 

What were the Teftimonials then, the 
unconteftable Teftimonials (I muft. call 
them) not poflible to be gainfaidby Angels 
or Men, which the blefled Jefus brought 
with huxij to win the Faith of all Mankind 
to eveiyThinKhe faidor did, in the open 
View of the ^rld? 

Attend, wonder and believe with Coins-. 
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fort (O my Chriftian Brethren) for they 
were nothing Icfs than downright Omnipo^ 
tency^ or a manifeft Almighty Power, ap-r 
parently invefted in his own Perfon, by 
which he demonftrably proved, and be-j 
yond all Poflibility of Exception, that he 
not only came from the one only true God, 
Creator and Governor of the World, but 
did eq lally partake with him alfo in his abr 
folute Sovereignty over it. Nor can it 
poffibly be lefs than fo, if an Apoftle may 
have any Credit with us, who exprefly tells 
. 1 6. us, that by that yery Jeft^ were divings 
created^ that are in Heaven^ and that are in 
fiarSb, whether they be Thrones or Domini-- 
onSj or Principalities or Powers^ all Things 
were created by him^ and for him ; and if fuch 
creating Power be not Almighty, we fhall 
talk but weakly (I am fure) either of Reli- 
gion or of God. Yet, if w^ want more 
lenfifale Convidion in the Cafe, does not 
Matter of Faft pmve the fame Thing of 
him,^ in his loweil State of Humiliation 
upon Earth? For what Creature, which 
offered itfelf to him, fqr Tryal of his Power 
h'ere^ did not own and" teftify his uncon- 
troukble Dominion over them? With Au- 
thority he commanded unclean Spirits, and 
they'obey'd him, {Mark u zj.) Nay they 
pwn'd faifr Godhead openly, and feaufd he 
came to torment them, {Mttt^ vm, 19.) 
He rebuked the ftormy Wind andi raging 
of the Sea^ which mock at tlie 

CtlcsL 
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Cries and Fears of Men, but at his Wor4 
in a Moment became calm andftill, {Matt. 
viii/zd.) He cured all Difeafes of Men, 
with no artful Application for that end, but 
by his Word alone; barely faying, I will, 
be thpu healed, or, be thou clean, {Matt. 
viii.2. LukeY. 17, &c.) He.prov'd hisun- 
connn'dPrefence, as well within us as with- 
out us,by difcerning the unutter'd Thoughts 
of Men's Hearts, {Matt ax. ^. Lukev.zz,) 
Moreover, he raifed up dead Bodies, and 
commanded the departed Souls to return 
again from the other World to them, 
(Matt. ]x. If. y^Mxi. 4J,44.) And, which 
# neither Mcfes, nor the Prophets, nor the 
Patriarchs of old could do, though the 
deareft. Friends of God in all Ages ; he 
gave: Commiffioh and Authority to hisDif- 
^jples, whobeliev*^dinhim, to do the fame 
Tilings, and greater Works too, by Vir- 
tue of a Word alone in his Name, (John 
xiv. iz. ASlsiy. 10.) 

Paufe here then (my dear Brethren) and 
cxicrcife jrour deep'eft Meditations upon this 
great Subjeft for a while ! Confid er ferioufly 
within yourfefves, what a folid Foundation 
of unerring Trqdi, every Article of your 
Chriftian ]?aitl^ and every Do6h-ine of the 
Gofplg.! in the New Teftament are built up- 
jon] . TOf they ^e nothing lels than the ve^ 
ry fecret Counjfds of God himfelf, taken 
In the Court of Heaven from the Founda- 
tion of the World, for the Red^m^xKioa^sA, 



( »4 •) 

Salvation o^ f alien Man^ and publilh'd tp 
the Inhabitants of the Earth below, by this 
divine Embaflador we have now been 
fpeaking 6f, who was himfelf immediately 
prefent at them all j and by Signs, Prophe- 
cies, Miracles, and Power unimitableby any 
created Being whatfoever, openly declarea 
and proved himfelf to be the very eternal 
Son of God, coequal with the Father, in 
Power and Majefty, in Truth and Wifdom 
too -, fo that 'tis a Contradiftion to natural 
Senfe and Reafon, as well as horrid Blaf- 
phemy, to think he could deceive or mif- 
inform us, in any Thing that he delivered 
to us. 

Would you be fully fettled in your Minds 
then of the Certainty of all things that con- 
cern you in the World to come? In Gpd*s 
Name confult and ftudy that authentick 
Memorial of them all, which this blefled 
Jefus delivered to his Church from his own 
Mouth, whilft he lived here below, and 
took Care that his infpired Eyangelifts and 
Appftles, by the Guidance of the Holy 
Ghoft, fliould leave them on Record for 
us for ever, in the Books of the NewTe- 
ftament: Search thofe holy Scriptures, and 
m them you'll plainly find you have eter- 
nal Life reveal'd to you : And if you bea;- 
in Mind from what Hand they come, you 
jnuft either giv9 up your. Faith to wW is 
'written in theni, or unavoidably confefs^ 
that Omnipotency it felf .can't cure fdch 

Infi^ 



Infidelity, or find out Means fuificient tq 
convince fuch unbelieving Souls ; fince no 
lefs a Trial has actually been made of us by 
what the Almighty Jefus faid and did a- 
mongft \\^ here below. 

An4 to point out more particularly to 
you, the Refolution he has given us of the 
two great Chriftian Truths before us ; 
namely, the Immortality of our Souls, and 
the Refurreftion from the Dead, I can't 
but recommend to your ferious Confidera-* 
tion, on^ remarkable Difcourfe he had with 
the SadduceesoihisximQ upon thofe impor- 
tant Subjefts, becaufe it is a fKort and full 
Determmatipn for us both of one and the 
t)ther. . .^ 

That Seft offjeretjcks ampngft the Jewi 
denyed both thefe Truths, and openly^ 
profefied there was. no Refurreftion, nei-. 
ther Angel nor JSpipt (of any kind what-" 
foever) amongrt all the Creatures of God, 
though the Pbarifees confeffed both : Thu5 
the facred Text tells us of them (^ASs xxiii^ 
8.) iand fo confident were they in that He- 
refie of theirs, that they ventured to dif- 

Sute the Blefled Jefus j^bout it : He, accor- 
ing to his wonted Authority, and Zeal, for 
Truth, . inimediately rebuked their Miftake,,; 
and in few Words (but very plain and po-^ 
fitive one.s) flatly told them to their Face,^ 
Tou do err (fays hpX not kwwi?t^ the ScrififAtt iti 
fures^, nor the Power pf God i plairih^ enqu^^p* 
declaring to theni^'that tlwt.rlWflla^ 
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theirs, was both contrary to God's own 
Words, and an Atheiftical Refledtion on 
his Power too. An Anfwer (every one 
rnuft fee) fufficient to filence them, and to 
eftablifh the contrary Truth to us aJJ, had 
he faid no more : But, to fet them righter 
ftill in fuch neceffary and important Truths 
as thefe, he condefcended farther, to con- 
fider their mean Objedlions againft them ; 
and to give them fo much Light into the 
true State and Condition of Mankind in 
that other World (which they were igno- 
rant of before) as made their Arguments 
immediately appear infignificant, and whol- 
ly foreign to the Nature of the thing : For 
they argued (as you know the holy Scrip- 
ture tells us) from fuch temporal Relations 
onlv of Mankind in this Life, as niarrying 
andf giving in Marriage are, from whence 
they could conceive no otherwife, biit that 
great Abfuf dity and Confufion would arife 
in fome fuch Cafes, as they mentioned to^ 
him, if we fhould ever meet together in 
th^ fame Relation and Capacity again : To 
which the Ajifwer of our blefled Lord 
(who knew the Condition of Mankind in 
that other World, as well as here) was 

})Iain and full > affuring them at once, that 
uTch Relations and Capacities as thofe, 
fliotild at th6 RefurrcOTpn for ever, have 
a^ ehd;,and though the fame I^erfons 
/hould certainly be raifed again ^ which 
Btc4 here' "brfbre, yet their St^e of Life 
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then, as well as the corruptible Subftance 
of their Bodies, fliould be fo improved and 
dignify*d then, by him that made them 
and raifed them from the Grave, that they 
ihpuld be like the very Angels in Heaven, 
who have no fuch Relations amongft any 
Orders of them, but remain unchangeably! 
the fame, both in their Number and im- 
mortal Nature too, without ever dying, 
or increafing of their Kind ; and fo ihall 
Men do too (lays he) in that other World, 
where the Number of God's eleftedSaints," 
intended to dwell with him in Heaven for 
ever, fliall be peifedly compleat and full ; 
and confequcntly no Increafe or Propaga- 
tion of Men to take place there. 

Thus he determined the firft important 
Truth in Difpute betwe» them. The Cer- 
tainty of the ReJurreSion of the Dead. And • 
peife£tiy agreeable to his Determination of 
it is his great Apoftle's Dodb-ine of it, 
where he treats at large about the fame 
SubjeA: For in the Refurreftion (lays 
St. Paul) this mortal Body Jhall put on Imr 
mortality , ^d this Corruptible Jhall put on 
Incorruption^ and this natural Body fidl then 
be raifed a fpiritual Body : A Change ! : 
which we can't but fee muft advance the 
Nature of Man as near as poffibly caii be 
conceived to the very Nature of the An- 
gela thcmfclvf s 5 for to be incorruptible, 
unmortal and fpiritua] Beings for ever in 
pur own Peribns, conies, up to the fulfeflt 
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Account tliat Divine Revelation gives us 
o^-that higheft Order of Creatures amongft 
all the Works of God. But then, 

1. As to the Immortality of the Soul, 
evei{^it*s own Nature, and before the Re- 
ilirreftion of the Dead, through the Image 
of God ftamp'd upon it at the firft Crea- 
tion, he confutes the fame Adverfaries 
from the very Words of God himfe}f out 
of the Books of Mofes (the avow'd Law- 
giver to all the Nation of the Je^s) where 
God proclaims., himfelf, the God of j4bra- 
biWfy the God of /faac^ and the God of 
Jac^b^ (that is, of Men, who for many Ge- 
nerations before had been dead and bury*d 
irk xii. amongft them) and yet God (fays he) is not 
the God of the dead^ but of the livings for all 
live unto him\ wherefore you do greatly 
err, (fays he) repeating tlut mild Rebuke 
again, m thinking that temporal Death 
here puts an end to the Life and Being of 
the Souls of Men for even 
t. xxii. Thus he put to Silence thofe heretical 
34- Sadducees (as the Texts immediately foU 
Ipwing do tell us) and made the Multi-r 
tudes about him aftonifh*d at the Evi- 
dence and Ppw^r of hi$ unanfwerable Ar- 
guments, 

But if pofitive and plain Words afFeft ' 
you more, mind how the Divine Jefus 
delivers thefe great Truths, in fuch familiar 
Terms at other rimes, that his meaneft 
Hearers could not poflibly miftake hin^ ; 

3 "'^je 
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ne Hour is coining (fays he) in the which ^/ Jokv.l! 
that are in the Graves Jball hear the Voice of the *9« 
Son of Gody and fhall come forth^ they that 
banje done good^ unto the RefurreStion ofLife^ 
and theyJbat have done Evil unto the Refiif- 
reStion of Damnation, And again, irt his 
Explication of the Parable of the good 
Seed and the Tares of the Field, As the Mat iff 
^aresare gathered (fays he) and burnt in the ^^* ^^* 
Fire^ Jo Jball it be at the end of this World. ^^ 
T^e Son of Man Jball fend forth his Angels j 
and they Jball gather out of his Kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which do Iniqui-^ 
/y, and Jball caji them into a Furnace of Fire j 
there Jball be wailing and gnajbing of *Teetb ; 
then Jball the Righteous Jhine forth as the Sun 
in the Kingdom of their Father ; who hath Ears 
to hear, let him hear. And not lefs fenfible 
InilniSdon fure, is that awfiil Relation of 
the rich Man -and Lazarus in the Gofpel ^ l,,]^^ ^ 
for Lazarus wzs dead, faid the blefled'J^-ip. to; 
fas, and the rich Man dead and bury'd 15. 
too ; yet both were feen alive again, the 
one in Abrabam*s blifsful Bofom, full of 
heavenly Joy, the other dreadfully tormenf- 
ted in fcorching Flames. 

Thus has this Divine EmbalTador from 
Heaven drawn afide the Veil (I may fay) 
between this vifible World ahd that which 
is to come ; and given us as dear a Profbedfc . .|^ 
of the: Scsiie and Condition of all Madmd J^ 
after tlieir RefurreStion from the Grairc|) 
as caa any ways concern u^ t^ V3»« v^ 
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6ur imperfeft Faculties indeed could pot 
fibly receive here: For we know but little 
bf our felves, if we fhould afk or defirc 
a clearer View of it, fince an infpir*d Apo- 
ftle has told us, That Ey has not feen^ runt 
Ear heard^ nor hath it entered into the Heart 
of Man to conceive^ the things which God hatb 
frepar^d for them that love him: 

Let no Man deceive you therefore (my 
dear Brethren) with flattei-ing or vairi 
Words 5 neither let your own partial 
tiearts^ 6r the Sceptical difputing Age 
you live in, abufe you with any \vavering, 
doubtRil or unfettled Imaginations about 
thefe great and momentous Truths I have 
been foeaking of; for the God of Truth 
himfelr has affured usj once for all, and 
that with uaconteftable Evidence and Au- 
thority too, that to one or other of thefe 
two endlefs States of Life hereafter, all 
Mankind (hall certainly be fehtetic'd at the 
laft Day, according as we have done Good 
or Evil, whilft we lived here; 

If any farther Queftion can remain, to 
fettle our Hopes or Fears of what is likely 
to become of us wheri we dye, 'tis* what 
the wife Ruler of the Jews afked our 
blefied Saviour, as the laft Satisfaftion he 
requir*d of him in this great Affair ; Good 
Mdjier^ Mdht^ what fiall I doj that I may 
obtain eternal Life? As if he had further 
laid, I make no doubt now, by what I 
Jbave heard aod feen ofyou, of fuchaXife 
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to come ; but what does Cod require ot^ 
me, that I may obtain the Happinefs and 
avoid the Milery of it ? An Eftquiry of 
near Coiicern to us all ; aiid the Anlwer 
which our bleifed Lord ^ave to that inqui- 
litive JeWj}& what I promifed in my thifd ge- 
neral Prapolition more particularly to ex- 
plain to you, as you bear the Name of' 
Chriftians, and defire to live and dye in 
the comfortable Hopes of that moft holy 
Profeflion. 

in. For my third Propofition you mayre- 
Inember was this. To mew you what Con- 
ditions God requires of us under the Goit 
pel-Difpenfation of the Covenant of Grace, 
for a fiill Difcharge of our Chriftian Duty 
in this Life, and for the faving of our 
Souls for ever in the Life to come. 

-Now thefe Conditions lye difperfcd 
throughout the whole New Teftament. 
But to repi-efent them to you in the nar- 
roweft Compafs I can, I choofe to lay 
before you the fhort Account a great A- 

Softie gives us of them, in the firft Chri-- 
ian Sermon that ever was preached after 
the Holy Ghofb came dpwn from Heaye^ 
to teach all Mankind their W^y thither^ 
together with the prafidcal Ufe his Audi- 
tors made of that SermdO) in order toi 
follow the Directions he had given them 
for it, which is the earlieft and moft au- 
thentick Precedent (I thiofc} that we cap 
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i6ok for of our Chriftian Obligations un- 
der this Covenant of Grace. 

The Sermon I recommend to you upon 
this Account is in the fecoiid Chapter of 
the Jeis of the Holy Apoftles^ preach'd by 
'St. Pet er^ all the Apoftles being prefent 
.with him ; and on the very Day oi Pentecoft 
(or fir ft Chriftiart fFbitfunday) when the Ha- 
ly Ghoft defcerided in the Shape of Fiery 
Tongues, upon thefe Embafladprs of 
Cbrift^ fent to propagate the Gofpel Cove- 
nant throughout the World: The Audi- 
tors Wef e thoufands of Jews and Profe- 
lytes aflembled at Jerufalem from all Coun- 
tries round about it, to celebrate their 
Tolemn Feftival there ; and amongft them 
W*e the vefy Murderers of the Holyjefus 
himfelf St. Peter with an Apoftolical 
Plaihnefs and Authority fpared not to tell 
them to their Face, \<rhd and whaCt that ye- 
fus-'^kzBj whom they had crucified; aflir- 
ring them ift few Wofds, that God had 
raifed himffrom the dead, exalted him to his 
own right Hand in Heaveri, and made hirti 
both Lord and Cbrift \ that is (as he meant it, 
•and they underftood it) he was the true 
Mejfiah or anointed Son of God, whonl 
Msfes aihd all their Prophets pointed at, 
'and theythemfelves at that very time were 
expecting fhould came, to deliver Ifrael^ 
and-all that Woidd believe m him, from all 
th^ir Sins. And how do we read thofe 
-gwky Auditors received that unanfwerable 
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Truth, fo pbwerfiiUjr attefted to' them ? 
The Text tells us, ^be^j were 'pricked to thd 
Htart : Their Confcienccs upbraided them 
(itfeems) with all their fbrihcr. Sins, and 
moi:e iaimediately with their obftinate Infi-« 
delity and cruel tlfage of fo innocent and 
divine a Pcrfon, aftier all that'thcj had feieri 
and . heard concerhlfig him before i infb^ 
much that forthwith^ and without Delay* 
they became Relievers; and wanted no* 
thidg now to kn(*w farther , buthdw they 
might continue fo^ and be made Partakers 
of that Salvation, which was preached to 
thenfi, in the Name of that very Ji^/ij ; for 
fo the Text t^eH'^iuii of thfeifi i^^ain i Men 
and Brethren^ faid they, whdt^fiMwe dot 
In which Queftion of theirs is plainly conr 
taih'd- the whole Enquiry We ire now up- 
on-,.- for *tis asimuphi^ if they had expref- 
ly faid, What€bfaditionS, O ye holy Mef- 
fengers of God, are required of Us.Sinneri 
hy.thiS.CovenAW»iQf;Grace you .'preach to 
us, to. inalfije \)6:SflifUikers of tlie eternal Be^ 
hefttsdE^? T-faeiApoAie'sAhfwer therefore 
ztiA their iitftnedia(tf-rPh9;6tice, upon it, wa 
have good ReaJOff iQllseliev^ fee forth thoief 
Gondition9>t<>>th&.^ i^-W therefore I fhall 
morepaJ-tiQjLiliu-ly fkphisi' toyoit^ both oAt 
and t'other, iIr I &id theirf «corded for 
us VI tite {^e <^^tef, wherein. tfai3 whole 
Relation lies. ...•"_•* \ . . . ^ 

Tli^: Apoftliprfcrja^^ theft ;«Q^ their 

<^^Qtt¥r»t l4«Oi8<ewfi ^div^v*«^.V» 
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iaftiz$d'iet)ifjj$ni ofy'ouy in the Nam^ dfjc- 
&& Chriit, ^ far the Rhniffifm of Sins^ and je 
ftMil recebii^ the/Gift of the Holy Gboft. Ob-^ 
ferve^i'bfefecdi you, (riiy beloved Brcdwen) 
that R$piikMce and Baptijm :are hope pro- 
l^med b)r anApoftle (at ihe firf): opening 
of liU ^odthtb teach the uncc»iveited 
World cheir J-Way t<> Sahracion) as- two in- 
dUpc^ftf^le iCenditions of Haviiig any Snte^ 
t^ft in :«he'<3(»nenaiit of Gi^ce^ or being 
veeoneiltH:ii€riG(3d fin his ^n yefm. I ifaaH 
fiipcher dKlat^e > upbn - thefe Conditions . by 
ciid by f in tte&' mean t imey that the Dd^ 
dh?ine of thtsinffrtred Preicher here, and 
€he ^casfibi^ 0ie which las aeakMiis Atidi* 
tofs ma)Jte:^>ctf^A}ttb2|t'he Jcavght chemymay 

the rnof«efdlpi(dy'iye'bdfbnsybi»4C^one Tiew^ 
I ih^' m eiidbn -alio thc^ fii^lConverts im* 
fttedlaiTelftriL^e upotil^Md then morkout 
to yoii tihe fcirbrid Cdhditions of our CJhri* 
ftian Duty, contain^ "in ehe whole, a^ an 
approved Original (I^onoehre) '^tf'what the 
CoV^nantJof Gitace F^iMiitblB'^ ua all. 

The iimtmdiate HTfe ^thttiH 1^^ ^firft 
Converts i^de of all ttui Apoftfes preadfa^d 
to them ^w^ this 3 fi^9Jb^tbaf'^ly'n- 
$eiv^d tbi'm^d '«Vrdi ^fiiid, mdthi fimi 
JXvy there m^i^^dddl^i-i^Ueif^'iamati^'^e^ikm* 
fahd Soulpr^andrptiyi d^Hf^ie^ftedfaftty in Hhi 

ing of Breads and in Prayers. ••>*'• -^ > • 

Heng% ^-fiillas»(l«^6ii^k':|^f^dE (I 

3 'J Chriftian 







C3iriftian Religion (as fuch) does puftftu- 
ally exaft and require of all that make iPro- 
feffion of it, in order to qualify themfelves 
for the Benefits which the Son of God pur- 
'chafed for them. And I would immedi- 
ately mark them, one by one, and explain 
them to you ; but that I forefec a Prejudice 
^whfdh 'tis pecifliariy feafonaWe, in this 
Place,' firft .to remove. For fome Men 
there are, who by an unwary and mifta- 
ken Apprchenfion of this Paffage of holy 
Scriptiael ani noiw explaining to you, fino- 
iflig-liiit the Jfewflh Auditors did profds 
their Bcfief in ti\c divine J ejus y whom St. 
Fatt preach'd "to ,them, and repented o^ 
their Sins a3fo,..b^r(e they were baptized ; 
■takeOccafionl¥6tiv4icnte raflily to reproach 
triid^^ak ^a-of^the jurAvjEfffal Pradice 6f 
dtdiprii^iitive, iij 'WcB asprde^ Church df 
Gbrz/Fi" for bjrotisEihg Intai^ before they 
can perform ^eiiii^/ . 

In. Anfl^cr fo which utgufl; Prejudice ancl 
Excji^Sonof tK^ii^' 1 dcfireVou ;(my be- 
tovedfirtthirn): citrdSi^ to obferve and 
weigh, Itthe phin^^4 maniffeft* Difference 
' bct w eigh\the Cafe' of thefe firi^ tonverts, 
aind of lin the 'Succeeding Ages of the 
Omrdh'^er ijKcmf 4)y whicjhyou will fee 
iJxd'irtfbcntant'lleafforts.wMehin^^ the 
qhurdr^bf Gofl^-^irf'lljie very feariiejai and 
puircft^Tuncg ctf^^ft^feven befbttthe Gift 
df^^^iaajbs'fcerf^tlumohg^ ^to bring 

"ifs^SdS^ toho}yfiap%;'^i^ tJiem 



with that Seal of the Covenant, .for- drp 
greater Safety of their Souls. 

The Difference then, between tjie one 
and t'other, was this ; that forafmuch as 
there was no fuch Thing as a Chriftian 
Church upon Earth, for thofe firii Concerts 
to be admitted into, at the Time when they 
firft came into the World ^ nor coul4 they 
be born of Chriftian Pa.rents (to whofe 
Seed the Promife of the Covenant was pe- 
culiarly made) becaufe there could be no 
fuch Perfons as Believers in Being at that 
Time ; nor confequently any camgetent 
Truftees or Sureties, for them to oiBfer, or 
the Church tfo accept,^ for their Sincerity 
and Perfeverance in., die., true. Faith, be- 
caufe the whole World, flefidesthen^elves, 
were either Jews or. Heathens ftill>;|.for 
thefe and fudb. like ^eafons, it was, his^y 
neceflary (we all agr£e)-j.ihat. tlioie firft 
Converts Ihbiild in theif ^wn^Perf^ 
clare their : Belief in.- |j(iaj/blcflo$!^ 
whom either by SuffraMor bj^Silencetn 
themfelves ;had crucined, and ogetJy.re- 
* pent them of their Sins, , .before they. were 
admitted to the ineftinjiable Benefiti^f tKat 
' divine Redeemer, ' tp wlipn? they.^ c^.uld 
have no.SKew' of Titlq, on^yneri^ditary 
RelatipA^to 'his Churdti, wlucn thldy/^iirare 
then by.Baptifm about, to -enter into.. . 

Whereas,' in all focceeiiing Ages .of. the 
C3iurclH.%^^ di||«it*i;f 
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Churches foon planted in every noted 
Country.upon Earth ; and Believers daily 
multiplying in them, to fome thoufands in 
a D^y ; fo that every Child that was born 
amongft them (if we will believe St. Paul) 
was fan£tified from the Womb ; yea, though 
but one Parent of the two, were profeffed 
Believers in the Lord Jefus-^ for fo that 
great Apoftle exprefly affirms it to be, 
(i Cor. vii. 14.) Which holy Birth-right, un- 
der our Covenant of Grace, could furely be 
of no lefs Benefit to the Pofterity of Chri- 
ftians, than under the Jewi/b Covenant of 
Works it was of old ; when God himfelf or- 
dainM, that Birth-right only, or barely 
defcehding from the Stock of Abraham^,* 
fhould intitle the Seed of Jacob to his Sa-' 
crament of Circumcifipn, and bririg their 
very Iiifimts into CdVehant with him! And^ 
I would fain afk fuch unfortunate Diffen- ' 
ters from the univerfal Praftice of- th^ * 
Church of Cbrifty who furely ow«,' or nriuft ' 
own, that original Sin in Adam derived In- 
fedtion to his whole Seed, from the Fall to 
the ve^v End of tKe World; whith God 
himfelf by providi^\ a Savibur-heceflafy 
for us all, confirms ;tt> be true : 1 would . 
fain ask fuch Men (I iajr) ^i^t tq^ Reafon '" 
they lean 0ve, for not' believiKj^-i^, that 
Ghrifikh F&ith m tte^Pa^htaP%dli^ de- 
rive a title t6 co^diibieedMer«tes^nehe»' . 
Ghadrcn, whcl^eidte 'ftiiic GbA ^^,^-»j^ 
w theCbvcteint ibfti ToXidJiW^'^'^ 
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der Difpenfacion of divine Providence, and 
deny the more ft-vourable one, in an infi- 
nitely merciful God, is an Opinion (one 
wouldthink) Ihould meet with little Coun- 
tenance; unlefs in unbelieving Nations, 
where either the Effence or the Attributes 
pf the Almighty are not own'd. I might 
add to this, our bleffed Saviour's manmft 
Encouragement of it, by his own PraAice 
towards thefe harmlefs Infimt-Souls, ccmh- 
manding little Children to be brought to 
him, and declaring them co be Subje& of 
the Kingdom of Heaven^, which, in his own 
Language implies as much, as that they 
v/ere proper Members for the Church of 
God here, and alfo qualified to be Saints 
above hef-eafter ; for flich is his familiar No- 
tion of the Kingdom of Hearuen, in his own 
moft holy Gofpel : And this Mark of Ap- 
probatioa he was pleas'd to Ihew, even 
when his own Difciplefr, in a warm Zeal, 
without a due Knowledge of their Matter's 
Will (after the Manner of thefe prejudiced 
Chriftians now a Days) prefumptuouAy for- 
bad it to be fo. But I hope what I have 
faid to you, as briefly as I can, will fatisfy 
you all, of the fuHicient ReaTons and Au^' 
thority, which mer^d the primitive, as 
well as i^efenc ChureHr ^ bring their In- 
fants unto holy B3{)tijCBi,: for tBeic mtwe' 
Serfedt Title- to theriS^venant qf Grace, 
fore plight be faid,, qvr«n. J^oqi ^e^J^M^^ 
fAyfifboly.Scrifi\3^p ^f^\_ jaais,-jkb^fea- 
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fonable DigrefHon' (for fiich,. it leaft; I 
thought it to f^S') lias dctain'd me too 
loi^f from rmaidtit^ ow to yotiy bn< by one; 
all ehe indifp^nJ&Me Conahubas' this Co^ 
Tenant of Grace r^mrss of-usy in ordet 
to Hve sind dye in due Communion widi 
the Church of Cbriji in this World, and to 
feap all the eteriiat Benefiisi)|mrchafed by 
his Death for us, in the World to come; 
And this I QaXli now d6fbrfon (God wilr 
Un^) as ftdly and 4ithft(lly ^Ix^m. 

I have tsdc« my Pi^ecadent fot k (yom 
fee) from the fii^ ChiMiB)nr flisrmon that 
w^ wet pTtTciitdt md £rom the firft Com 
verts Ufe ted A^lk:atibn^af> W to thenm 
felves} and tfte CoiH^tionft contained iu 
dvem^ are nmi»feffiy thefe wlikh follow. ^ 

'■ • ■....•.. '.^a, .V , .•■ 

.... I ■ ■ .- ■ . ■ 

Kamdy, iSip^&l^ ^'auA-ftidr- Repent* 

■ tance'.' '■-■•■ ■ '' ■•..:-'•.' -'• ■■ 

A fitedikft Cdn«kuan€« hi che Apo(&^ 

OoAririe. 
'A'«i4{e JPeitiMlfllip w CAiiiliMiuabn 'with 
' * thsuit in' ^d€nitfieft- tf thtfic ptanciog 

Ftiffaka^ eitnftitiM^ daoi bf bradkiag 

'i ttf Bi«aicttd|ya(» ^lertbekEiiim- 

^-' "^esf) thiiil'B^ ki4ll0.:liiii]r Booameat 

}«9iy, ih^ublkfeBMjj^dfa For 
-: -r*dfe hi$n^ Tif» tfcllif «i''^uief comimi- 

I -I'- ^ ■ • *^ \ . . ' ■ r -V ■■^.^•^ -."*' ■ 5 ^ 
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Thcfe fundamental Gorfditiohs then^ rer 

guir'd of us in the Ghriftian Covenant of 
Jrace, I (hall fingly explain to you, as I 
find them plainly contained in the New Te- 
ftamcnt, which by God's good Providence 
CO you, is familiarly to be round in all your 
Hands. ", ; ' ' : . ■ ; 

And I: begin, where theGhurch To war- 
rantably does-, %^ith the Duty of Holy Bap- 
iifm. Wherein the SGriptUrc is fo dear, 
that the very Form of ,if i? giy&n us there 
from the. Son of God's own.Moufh, in 
thefe cacpreft Words to ^ his Apoftles ; Go 
4md make all, Nations my Difdples (for fo the 
^rigmal Word; imports) baptizing them in 
ibe Name ofitbe Father yj; and pf the Son, and 
of. the Holy Chjnft\ . And .the Matter^.. with 
which it is to be adminifter'd is as plainly 
taught us-byJbis^^ gre^t ;i^ppftle St. f Peter \ 
who, upon Notice by an Angel, was cal- 

led'tj) liiakejtte fJe^iIiS«h¥gPf|iijr:ftf;.C^ 
lius become Chriftians (which lay th? way, 

xwere.the firft-CoaveitSiftqm the Kkaf hen 
World tQO ;): iad havit^ cop vine' d- them 
of the Truth of the Gq^} he preached 
(as lie Hd ion^ tprtisf-^^/^beferj^Xhe 
calls for ^^^'*to ba^is^.jihem wif^al, e- 
.Ten though tfeey wprQ bap5»pjd by .t^e Ho- 
ly Ghoft ma n^acidpijfloft^^aftnev before ; 
•ferfaJfbQVTj^i^it .fctt usi: %f iSiW^cd 
-here ii) ^iig JNijgii^ : j Y^iiQtwithifenc^ 

that, .fi^iam/pxl4if&t^^^ 

iUe) that tbefi Jbould not ''be baptized, who 
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}?ave received the Holy Gbofi as well as we;, 
Thus were the very Form and. Matter of 
this neceflkry , Sacrament fo authentickly. 
iieliver*d unto us, that the Church mighf 
more punctually adminifter the fame in all 
fucceeding Ages to the World's End. 

And I make no queftion (my beloved 
Brethren) but by the bare -Relation of this 
facred Pattern of Apoftolical Baptifniy 
which was in direct Obedience, to be fure, 
to their Lord and Mailer's exprefs Com- 
fiaiffion to them 4ll ; you can- 1 but refle<Sty 
and wonder at two forts of Men amongfl; 
your felv^s, who name themfelves Chri- 
itians too. • . • 

1/ Thofe unaccountably Defpifers of 
ifhis Divine Sacrament of Chriftian B^p-* 
tifm, who defperately venture to live arid 
dye» jvjtjiqiit ^nyUfe or Hope of Benefit 
by it ; and fuffi?F. t^eir innoci^QC (but high-5 
ly injup'd)* Children to do fo too, rather 
than..bkelieve that walhing with Water (be 
it from the confccrated Fountain in the 
Houfe rf God» or in any other warranted 
Place) fhould:in^ any wife be inftrumental 
to .the wafhin^; away of Sia, though the 
Son pf God hiinfo|f» ypu fee, opdain'd it; 
for that very Ufe, and his. inipited ApofUe 
pradifed it accordingly, whor received his 
Compndffiqn iniinjediately fromjuoi. A del* 
ppr^pie ' Defiance iiirely to the^ Power and 
Tn^rand WU^iGvn or Almighty God hinur 
|elf i • as if he cc^ld >not^ or wpy la npt pial^ft 
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good his own Ordinances to fuch Ef 
and Ufes as he manifefUy conimanded 
appointed them for. Juft as the fee 
Heathen Naaman^ you know, mocke 
the Prophet Elijbc^^ Advice of waftiinj 
ven times in the River Jordan for 
deanfing of his Leprofy: Yet, by the 
al of it (upon infinitely meaner Mot 
than the Prophet's Words were) he fc 
himfelf heated, and became a Profelyt 
Elijbcf^ God for ever. And may all, 
either wilfully or ignorantly have negle 
this their Cfariftkn Baptifm, by fbme c 
paflionate Providence of God, be broi 
to a fenfe of their defperate Miftake : 
and haflen to perlbrm thi&' indUjpenf 
Condition of the Covenant of Grace 
which Covenant, and in our perforn 
every known Condition of ic, all the E 
of our Salvation lies. ' ]Sut, 

2. This Example of SfLPrZ/r's^Pi^ 
fhould give a ftartling Alarfn (one fli< 
think) to another fort of Men amd 
you alfo; who by no means would 
thought to be unbaptized? Chriftians, 
caufe the Scripture fpeaks i^ much 
Baptifin enjoined by tiSe So» of God; 
^rafnruch a& a Baptifin c^ the Spirit is 
dn many different Occa^ns mentKi 
there alio ; that Bapttfm alone, they cl 
fay a pec^a^-Titte to themfelves, aanc 
htix, of lAiajgifiration are &y afiured and k 
fident tlKHE the Holy Gkoft has^ bapti 
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every one of them, that they are not to 
be conviec'd by St. Peter*s Reafoning os 
Practice in the Cafe, that they need any 
©ther fort of Baptifm whatfoever. 

In which lamentable Delufion of theirs, 
I think you carft but evidently fee and 
wonder at their unaccountable Opinion 
and Pra&ice in thefe two particular bv- 
fiances. 

X. That they can't pretend to pive any 
(uch Proof or Teftimony of their being 
baptized by the Holy Ghoft as the Family 
of Cornelius actually did, of whom the 
Scripture it fetf,£iys, that j£l abimt them j^^j^^^^^ 
were ajionijhed ta fee the Gifts of the Hgly 46. 
Gboji poured out upon them, and as a De« 
monftration c^ it heard them fpeak mtb 
Tanffies (fuch as they had never learnt to 
be lure) andgkrijkd God in them. And, 

t. That thoi^ they could do io^ or 
their unwarrantable Concek were true; 
yet ftill by their Contempt of the Church's^ 
Bfl^tifhv thejr would ftand iii open I>efi-* 
once to the Authority, of this imp^rM A*^ 
pcrfUe cf our Z^rd, who .commanded his 
Difcipks to be admitted ioKo Covenant; 
with God hj H^ater-l^afti^rX^tti after h< 
hin^elf had owoTd, that tlwyf HtFere baplK* 
zed bjr the Hcdy Ghoft \ Can09$yManf9r^: ' 

bid Water (fiuch he) that tbefefifiuld not ^ 
baptiased^ who kuve received the Holy Gbefi. 
fi$'i(fiell as we.? Akd. b^commoHded them tif bi. 
kMtizfd in the ffinne of tbe^ L^rd. ■\-'^ 
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Such as will thus fhut up their Eyes a- 
gainft fo clear a Beam of Light which the 
Sun of Righteoufnefs gives us in the Gof- 
pel, and will Walk in Paths of their own 
finding out ; though Chriji, and his Apo- 
ftles, and the Church of God in all Ages, 
mark out the only true one for them ; 
all I can fay is, love them, pity them, 
meekly admonifh and pray for them, as 
Friends, Neighbours and Brethren, in our 
common Nature together, though not in 
Faith and Truth with us. But\mto. theip 
Secrets (O my Brethren) enter not, and' 
unto their folemn Affemblies unite not- 
your felves, as you tender your eternal 
Intereft in the Covenant of Grace (upon 
which all our Chriftian Hope muft ibmd) 
'for this ftmdamcntal Condition of that 
Covenant is not there. And thus far of the 
firft Conditiorimientionedi our holy Baptifm. 

The next in Order, lis they lie before' 
us^ is our Chriftian Faith. 
- The abfolute Neceflity of which Grace - 
is fubh, that everyone muft* fee, ho Foun- 
dation can be laid for any of the following 
Conditions without it ; for that we fhouKL 
do any thing towards our Salvation, beforcr 
w^ are confcipus: of oxir -Wants, and be-' 
lieve we have a Saviour, and his All-fuffi[-* 
ciency to faye ys too, is little^ to be ho|^ed 
fw, 'and as vkiii to perfuade a reafotidblg 
Mm to dov -Here it is therdfore thatmir. 
Chriftian Faith' begins r w^ muft ^heartilf ^ 
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icve, ivhat the firft Chriftian Preaclirf 
ches us, that God the Father has exal- 
l the crucify'd Jefus to his own right 
md in Heaven, and made him both Lord 
i Cbriji^ which in the full Senfe and 
waning of it, is this ; we muft give the 
noft Confent pf our Hearts (without Re- 
ye, Doubty. or wavering in the Cafe) to 
s infallibly revealed Truth, • that the Man 
rift Jefus J fo miraculoufly^born, as the 
ly /Evangelift3- relate it to, ijs ; fo won- 
riul in all the Worics and^Miracles of his 
fe, fo tranfcending all the Wifdom of 
eWorld in : the Excellency , of his Do- 
-Ixiei and by. his jown Qhclice (for .the 
ce of us miferable '• Sinners) fo fhamefulr 
. treated, and, put to Qeath upon the 
-o(s at laft;:was alfo no lefs th^ the eh 
rnal Son of God, and Saviour of tiie 
''orid, united. in one and the famePerfon 

■our frail . mortal Nature, for this very 
arppfe only of our Redemiption, and 
illiputMwhofe Satisfa£i;ion, tp. the Juilice 
\t^t, ]^atli^y^!fbr our Rebellion ^amfl: 
s' Law^, we., nuiii: have lam undqr G.od*ft 
'ifpleafure for eTer, and periih'd in pur Sins. 

ThisL-I inay.:x:^the Eooti:^ H^sk^:^ 
ir Chriftian t^aitH, and^if we .don't feeli 
14$ Spring.of Truth flowii^;fr^e and (jiear 
ithin bur-jpteaxtSr to the full Convii^OQ* 
F^pur '$ou^if ^1^ Part ;of' it, we ciJff 
av^ natrife ^^th at all Ia^uis^. That< b. 
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bur Confcienccs, -tiiat wc are loft and un- 
done Creatures, if left to the Corruption 
of our Nature, und to the finfiil Inclina- 
tions of our Liufts, Appetites and Paffions 
wiri tin us ; and therefore ftahd in nced*^ 
fome powerful Help from Heaven, to favc I 
us from the miferable Effeds and Confe- 
<juences of them : And moreover, that 
the crvicify^d Jeftts was fuch an AU-JuF- 
ficSeiK Savioiu*, lent through the infinite 
Compaflion of our merciful Giod, to take 
away the Guilt of all paft Tranfgreflions 
from every repenting Sirtnteri to teach us 
-die fure way 1k>w to correft and overcome 
thofe dangerous and fatal Inclinations of 
our Nature •, and withal to purchace Grace 
«d the Gifts of -God's holy^ Spirit from a- 
■feove, for a'gerftft andTtfficient Help to 
^s all for the -time, to^dome: So 'that 
•our fincere Ehfteavoursi hereafter flibuld 
be ^ible to perform tFverjr G6nditioti,-^hich 
^he new Gtirefiant df^rifee'<(rea?d tytfe 
•Blood 6f that Mvineyr^J^ ittade' Mari;^d 
■dymg for us) does reqtfre of us: I5^1(f6 
^e thus belitf^e^ '.^Vj '•^^an have jib\ la- 
ving Faith in us. And the fure Afarks fdr 
knowing whether fuch aFaithl^e in ipi or 
^6; are fuchasthefe. "''^^ ' ' ' 

^' '-k. A* very htambte^anflinq^cGpiniqffi tJf 
•^rfelves ; confl%rirtg'W^hat;-'^etchcd' i6itl 
-tttiprofitable^Q^fei^'wc ^ti'cith n^Ktp, 
'We have donf tHe 4^eft'Wi^.^:isbj tio; if Wo 
'*dfl#i6«l!rfHrt6pebiit ihtturown'Wcirth, 
•^-.- and 
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and in our poor Performances alone. So 
that all fpiritual Pride, Self-conceit, or ex- 
alting our felvcs above our Brethren, in a 
vain Opinion of being more holy or righ- 
teous than they, is a bad Symptom that 
this Seed of true Faith has not taken root 
in our Hearts. 

£. Another Mark is this, that we feel 
the Love of God (our Redeemer) increar 
fing every Day mwe and more within tis, 
and ftrongly movifig us every Time we bend 
our Knees before him, either in our Clofet 
or the Church, to pour forth our Praifes 
and Thankigivingft to him, with all the Ar- 
dours of Zeal and Devotion, that we pof- 
-fibly can raifc-rnxmr Hearts ; -for giving us 
-lb Almighty a Saviour, who is fufficient 
xb Ibpengthen aU our WdakneiGTes for us^ 
'^aiid to deliver us from all the Miferies, 
-swfaichour Mien GonditibA <Uioidd oth^-^ 
.wife bring upon us. For What lefs EfFefts 
i€luui thefe, can* any one imagine fuch a 
-Fadi lAuft produce ; whocoimderft'Doach 
leceftifd, ftnd the endlefs Miferies of PkH 
(^thoutth^ Benefit of a Saviour) tb betht 
'^ccrtm Punifhments of Sin -, as the Word 
Off^jiod does pofitively affiure U6/Ch6])r artt» 

A)id^'-- . ••■ • ■ ..■■• ■ ■•■ .^""-'^'i 

^. Andlaftly, the f»0«-Fbith'wo^d 
q^HSMe* every fincere Chr^Kan (^f WhsktCil- 
"^adtf foeyer4iie be) ^he j^f&ll^aiid peadDy 
4^' abb^t'Che i^^omi^n^ 'tf ehriory 
'4loii in theCoinBdfaiait^'(^cd, tvidicifit 



Murmuring or Dircouragement, at any 
feeming Difficulty to Flclh and Blood in 
4ny of them -, if he duly weighed the all- 
jiowerful Afliftance of God'^s Holy- Spirit, 
dearly purchafed by the Son of God for 
him, and faithfully promifed by clipjl Fa- 
ther, to all that will devoutly pray for it, 
;and fet in earneft about. :>^orking out their 
Salvation, and how much more when they 
are. infallibly a^Tured befidesi* that all the 
Joys of Heaven are prepared for fuch obe- 
dient Believers. 

V \ What remaiiis of the Conditidns,. not 
-y^t fpokqn tp.y I proceedt^ lay beforejyotf 
now. 

r ■ ■ ■ 

, And the .npxt I mentibOflfd to you is 72^ 

fentance ; tUi^iReafonablenefs and NecefllK 

ty qf wMch Coiiditiott, is founded in. the 

Nature and, Attributes of God himfelf, Who ' 

.is a Party^ia i|his Covenant with .us-. -(for 

-'tis a Coten^ftt . bdtween God and M^O 

. And forafmwc^ as every^^hriftiah's na4;ui!^ 

.Qpinion of God^ as. well^ff God's own R^'- 

;Vclation of himfelf, proclaim him tQ.b§pf 

rf^rer Eyes than t6 behold Iniquity^ Hw 

icaji any .SuXidv^ell with him; it is hcfp^efe 

terjthink, we fhould ke^p. ki Covenaarwith 

him, fo long as we are chafgable witii'ii^y- 

■yepented ot'unfptgiven Svi$*, I tnemioii 

-riife two Sorts dlSina^here, he(;^fkiQW(sr 

liffc bipf.te4::pvt tmidrfof^v^n ajr^j^j 

Jtiir^jcq^h :thfi great Aton*^^^ of theiCn%|K 

^„-CtoXi:,yfecrcas ©theu^ ;*re,i^qti t^J>e 

forgivert 
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fbr^ven but 'upon this Condition alone, • 
which we are now upon, a hearty and fin- 
cere Repentance for them. The Sins im- 
mediately/orgiven us upon Account of the 
Son of God's fuffering on the Crofs for us, 
are fuch Defefts, in the very beft Actions 
of Men, as fall (hort of that perfeft Righ* 
teoufhefs, wherein God created Man at 
firft, or can't come up to the Holinefs of 
his divine Laws ; for fince the Fall oi Adam^ 
none of his degenerate Pofterity can attain 
to fuch Perfeftion of Nature, or fuch un- 
fpotted Purity of Life here: and therefore 
to fatisfy thejuftice of the Father for what 
the Apoftacy of our firft Parents made us 
fo incapable of doing, in order to be hap- 
py for evermore, as from the firft Crea- 
tion he intended us to be ; the ever blefled 
Son of God compafilonately undertook to 
make up for us, by a Myftery of Love 
and Sufferings, not to be thougnt of with- 
out Wonder, Praife, and Adoration, by 
all the Sons of Men. Nor did he'barel/ 
ahfwer for fuch impraAicable Duties only» 
but purchafed Grace befides (as you have 
heard before) to ftrengthen our mfeebled 
Nature to the full, for the Perfonriancie 6f 
every Duty which is ftill reiquir'd of us, by 
that new Covenant of Gr^e he contraded 
with the Father for us ; bringing them all 
within the Compafs of our own Power and 
Will ; providea we will ufe the favourabk 
Means he has prefcribed to us, which are 
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the vxTf Conditions. I am now eicpkihing 
to ycAi; : And amongft them, none fhews 
dfe Merits arid Compaffion of our Suffer- 
ing Lord for our fakes, to be fo*complcat 
and fiiU, as this Condition of Repentance 
doth: For after bringing all within our 
own Power, and therefore leavii^ us with- 
out Excufe, if we would not pirrchafe Hea- 
ven, and efcape Damnation^ by doing all 
that we fhould and could do ; ftill, being 
&rther touch'd with a Feeling of our Infir- 
mities, and knowing the World, the Flefli 
and the Devil, might by Sorprife, Subtle- 
ty, or ftrong Temptations, betray, evcan' 
piou^ and good Men, to fome A6t or A^ 
efSin, which in themfelves are of a damntr 
ble Nature ; and moreover, fome tender coi>- 
feientkias Sinners, willing to recover them- 
felves andretum to God,m^htfeartheirmi- 
merous and notorious Sins could never be 
fei^giviBn ', for thefe Reafons our xompoifio- 
fiate Red^enier made Repentunte dneCondi- 
tidn of his Covenant with the Father for us, 
that neither good Men, overtaken by the 
Forcecrf Temiitations,nor even wickedMcn 
for any Sins that are paft, (hould irrecovera- 
bly be loft, if they would but timely and 
fincerely repent, of what they have fo dan- 
geroufly done on one Side, and fo defpe- 
httcly on the other. 

Atidn6w, to make thefe Advant^eis of 
RepeiitaEBce of hatipy Ufe tib voa dl^ i 

SbOL 



Ihdll ft^w yen at Iarg«, in w^an M^&inef it' 
is to be perform^. 

Aiul the firft Step we taJce towards it is^ 
Self-Ezaniinacion -, not a flight, faperiicial 
cHi^, with a craafient refleding Thought or 
twQ, and fo have! done > it miift be i\ri£t, 
iiAemny feriofus and often too. In eveiy 
y^$nt h^f Hour, dt kaA, eyer .and anoQ» 
(^ther before the Bufinefs of our Calling 
begii^s, or when 'tis fairly over) we flioula 
retdf e, and a^ our Memory and Co^ci«> 
cnces^ this impOrtmtQuei^n, Whaithaya 
th$ reni^able Silts- or Failingis of our L^q 
been ? And ti»at jet&efoe^ of alji our knowfl 
DtjTjtiea to Gpd^ oAr Neigjiboj^r, wd iowf 
felyes. As for Inftance, haye we negje^r 
edour 4afly Pray^FS atHome? Or the mQr« 
folemnWorihip of God, in his ownHoi^ 
(the Church) ^m c^penly calPd upojo to 
l^e C»te of ow o9¥n $ouls, md honow 
him there? Whether his holy Word wd 
Sacraments have been duiy yalued ^y m 
(as flecciiiry Mattes 4>f Graoe^ i^nd £haty of 
his^ ovm Aj^oinitoAeiit, and without which, 
yfc &alll mv'c ;^efuc Gro^^nds to* fear, that 
liade .of Mi trviei€«ace will be iki us i) finr 
if weflight to&ekJaim, wher^M has pror 
jxaifed to be fou^, ^ti^ m ^^t Wonder 
if we Jiye winhout him k jdje-Wprld. 

Other Entauid^ con^erniisg f>urDutyCt^ 
XSbd fh^d ht ' imade^ when' ?irc ex wbc 
tnatiCbnfcieocefi for: the Dtfeo^cry cdT our 
J&uf^' Admdgrt ^Khetherd^efeblibch ^Sor 
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lief and Fear within us of his terrible Judg- 
ments denounced againft Sinners, as to 
ftand in Awe and tremble/at the deliberate 
Commiflion of any known Sin againft him ? 
Or give fuch fiill Credit to his great and 
glorious Promifes of everlafting Happinefs 
to fuch as keep his Commandments, as to 
check our own Appetites, part with pre- 
fent Intereft, Plealures, or Pofleflions in 
the World (if Providence calls us to it) in 
a full Affurance and ftcady Expeftation of 
them ? And divers fuch like Queries fall 
under this Head ; all relating to the pro- 
found Reverence and Honour we owe to 
God, and all Things belonging to him, 
which your own Chriftian Principles will 
naturallv fuggeft to you : and therefore I 
proceea, 

1. To hint fuch Enquiries to you, as 
relate to your Duty to your Neighbour ; 
namely, how fincere, juil, and upright 
you Imve been in all your Trade ana Deal- 
mgs with them ? How charitable to help, 
fuccour and comfort them in all their Di- 
llrefles. Wants or Troubles whatfoever, 
to the beft of your Abilities ? How tender 
of their Reputation and good Name, by 
not (landering, b^kbiting, or fpeaking e- 
vil of any, or giving ciafy Credit to others 
that do fo? How dutiful to Parents, Ma- 
ilers, Magiftrates, and all that God him- 
fclf has fetover you in Church or State? 
•How careful to breed up your Children^ 

and 
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and inftrud): your Servants in the Fear and 
Nurture of the Lord ? With fundry other 
obvious Duties of Love and Obedience 5 
for which I choofe to refer you to the ex- 
cellent Catechifm of our Church ; which in 
few Words, but every one of them of ex- 
ceeding Weight and Moment to you, does 
teach you all to the full. And the like I 
may fay, of the 

3. And laft Enquiry alfo, concerning 
our Duty to our felves ; for there we are 
awfully admonifh'd by the Church of God, 
of the &xi& Obligation our mpft holy Re- 
ligion lays upon us aU, to keep our Bodies 
in Sobernefs, Temperance, aud Chaftity s 
And if any Chriftian Duty calls for a ftridl 
Examination of ourfelves in order to Re<- 
pentance, this may be faid more loudly to 
do fp, in thefe profligate and licentious 
Times of ours ; wherein 'tis dreadful to 
obferve and hear how the crying Sins of 
Drunkennefs , Riot , and Intemperance ; 
WaiKonnefs, Adultery, Fornication, and 
the like, do openly (and well nigh inBoafl 
and Triuniph, I may fay) abound and reign 
amongil Men : but fliould the Evidence of 
Confcience aqcufe any Chriftian of the Guilt 
of thefe Sins ;. the one only hopeful Way of 
Recovery and Pardon for them, before the 
Decree of God IfTue out againft him, is an 
immediate bitter ^rrow. Shame, Grief, 
and Self-Condemnation m his own Heart, 
^ every Remembrance of ti\t\cv\ i^x ^Cw^ 

D \ "Ksa^i 



■(J4) 

may open a Doot- for true Repcntincfe to 
come in, and in due Time to be perfedtcd 
in him, which will make the Promife of the 
Covenant to belong tO him then. But for 
any Man to be confcious of fuch Shis with- 
in his own Breaft^ and yet be wholly care- 
lefs and unconcerned about them ; to know 
the Guilt juftly chargeable upon him, and 
not be apprehenfive, in the leaftj of any 
Judgment that attends him •, nay, can live 
perhaps in a daily Habit of Drunkennefs, 
Wantonnefs, or any fuch like Sins foTc-- 
mentioned ; and neither fee nor fear any 
Danger that his immortal Soul is brought 
into by them; thefe are fad and certain 
Tok'^ns of a reprobate Mind and a haf- 
den'd Heart ; which the moft favourabfc 
Conditions of the Covenant can affbif d riO 
Hope or Comfort to, fq long as it cbnti- 
hues fo: Becaufe there is HO Way yet made 
for Rapentance to take Place there, upon 
which the Benefit of all the reft depends ; 
Luke pxi. Except you repefft^ youfiaUaUperifi^ faidhe 
^?* that feal*d the Covenant for us. 

I proceed then to that fecondPart of Re- 
pentance, juft now intimated to you^^hith 
IS a godly Sorrow ztHt^rty for all thofe Sin&, 
whidi Self-Examination hks. ftefhly brought 
into the penitent Siraiert Mind. St. P«rf 
fpeaks of fuch a Sorrow as tfeis, and tttWk 
I Cor. vii. butes fach Virtue to itf that godly So^iini 
}^* (fays he) works Repentance toSidvathn nefUs^ 

fa be repented of. A Chw^fter! whicli 



wotdd make every Man imcatleiit with 
himfelf, till he forrowed after fuch a Man- 
ner : For all Men fadly know, they have 
need of Repentance ; ahd every one wiflies 
fo to repint'^iere, as to need no farther 
Sorrow for his Sins, when 'twill be too 
late, hereafter ; but that his Tranfgreflibns 
might be pardoned, and his Saivacion fe- 
cure, before the great Day of the Lord's 
Vifitation comes: And fince this godiy 
Sorrow St. Paul fpeaks of, is the true Sedd 
of all thbfe blefled Fruits fo defirable and 
happy for Man, as to prevent all the Mi- 
feries which the forbidden. Fruit brought 
on Adam and his Pofterity (taking in the 
Merits of Chriff^s Sufferings with it) I think 
I fliajl need fay no more for your full Iii- 
ftruftion in this Point, than to examine 
with' yxru the feveral Particulars.the great 
Apome prefi:ribesj for making this peni* 
tential Godly Sorrow an effectual Gore for 
thd SSns of Men. 

A^d fuch as ai^ umverfally'neoefikrjr to 
make every Sinner's Repentatioe accepta- 
ble to God, and beneficial to themieivcs, 
are rhefe: » 

I . A religious Anjgerat themfekres, or even 
Indtpa^idifj (as tte Apoftle^s 'Wprdis) fer 
havmg led fuch ^naj^buntable Lives, as 
habin^al Smners 4o 5 -which upoii their own 
RefledSdh alone; ttikey find is little likely to 
gain thehi any tfiie Credit widi M§n, and 
if theScriptur© fe"^dliev*4, wiUfuiilykin- 
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.die the Wrath of an Almighty God againft 

-them. This alone would make an ingenu- 
ous Temper not a little offended, and that 
direftly at itfelf ; to think h§.'h every Day 
lofing Efteem and Honoifr^^by his own 
Aft and Deed, both with God and all good 

. Men. But as many as are not loft io far 
as to foi^et that they are reafonable Crea- 
tures too, muft have infinitely greater Caufe 
of Indignation at themfel ves,to confider that 
God their Maker once ftamp' d his own moft 
holy Image upon their Souls, on Purpofe 
to diftinguiih them from all the viler Parts 
of his Creation, and to take them into Hea- 

. ven at laft^ and that they are blotting out 
that ineftimable Image of his, and with their 
€wn Hands too, a^ raft as they can : : For e- 
very wilful Sin they conimit, does mamfeft- 
ly do ib ; whether thofe of lefTer Obferva- 
tion (yet black with Guilt, and hateful in 
the Eyies of Heaven afid. Men) fuch as ace 
Envy, Hatred, Malice and Revej^e ; all 

; falfe, deceitful, cruel, ior uncharitable Be- 
haviour towards one another; and more 

. notorioufly ftill, . thofe fatal Sins againft our 
own Bodies -, Drunkennefs, Adultery, For- 
nication, ^nd carnal Uncleannefs of every 
kind ; by all which Sins, unhappy Souls, 
who can tamely allow themfelves in them,' 
are poorly degerieratiE^ from a; Nature, 
little Ipwer than the Angels, into that of 

: the meaneft Creatures, who have nothing 
dfe but mere bodily Senfe and Motion in 

them. 
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them. To which, if we add the pofitive 
Decree of Heaven againft them, that 
tbey who do fucb things Jbdl not inherit the Gal.v. i 
Kingdom of God. Men muft think but lit- 
tle fure, and much iefs Hopes is there, 
of their ever coming to Repentance ; if 
by Self-examination, they find themfelvei 
thus acceflary to their own miferable Con- 
dition, and yet go eafily on, not offended 
in tiie leaft at themfelves, or have any fore 
of penitential Indignation at their dange- 
rous and fhameful Ways. And thus is a 
reli^ous Anger and Indignation at our 
felves a necefiary Step to that godly Sor- 
row, which the Appftle tells us, will work 
Hepentajnce to Salvation, never to be re- 
pented of. 

2. A fecond Branch of it is, an awful Fear 
of what will follow afterwards, if Men re- 
^nt not of their Sins ; and he that is ap- 
pointed to be Judge of quick and dead at 
the general Refurredtioii, has left fuch a. 
Sentence upon Record in the Gofpel, to 
be pronounc-d upon impenitent Sinners at , 
that Day, as 'tis hard to repeat only, and 
not to tremble. Go ye curfea (bys he) w/^^atxi 
everlafling pire^ prepared for the Devil and '*'• 
bis Angelsy A Punifhment grounded on 
the eternal Juftice and almighty Power of 
a provoked God, and the immortal Nature 
:^|fthe offending Sinner's Soul ; who had.d&- 
fy*4^1 theThreatnings of that Divine Power 
. find Juftice^dunng all his Day of Grace^ jgh^c 
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is, IS long AS ever he lived ; and rhor^ovef 
had flighted all the tender Offers of God's 
Love and Mercy to him tgo ; choofing 
wilfully to enjoy the poor Pleafures of Sin 
for a Moment, rather than the richeft Re- 
wards of Repentance and Obedience to 
his God; though they were affured to him 
to be no lefs, than the fulnefs of Joy and 
perfefl: Happinefs in the glorious Manfions 
of Heaven for evermore. And in that 
fearful Sentence abovementioned, are cen- 
tered and contained at once, all the Fears that 
can be thought of to move the moft har- 
dcn'd Sinner living to a melting Sorrow for 
his Sins. If they prevail not, there's little 
hope that any leffer Inftances of the Dan- 
ger he is in fhould raife that penitentiaj 
raffion of a godly Sorrow in him y where- 
fore leaving him to the unreveal*d (and 
therefore unexpefted) Compafllon of h]^ 
Judge, I pafs 

" '5. To another Branch of Godly Sorrow; 
which in the ApofUe's Account, is call'd^ 
yf Febement Defire •, being an Affection of 
the Heart, implying the inward Ardour 
and paflionate Concern of a truly penitent 
Soul, to undo (as far as it is poffible) aH 
the Evil that he had ever done \ and to 
make his Peace with his offended God, tho* 
by all the hardeft Means that the Goft)eI 
m Cbrift fhould require of him : A kind of 
holy Impatience within him, to bcconie k 
a new Man} taking Pleafure.in nothing^ 

touchy 
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"much, as to feel Sin dye, and Grace re* 
vive in him : And accordingly is cautious 
pf all the dangerous Company he had ufed 
before, and in new modelling the carelefs 
Courfe of his former Converiation, and lb 
far taking leave of the World, as to fel- 
low the neccflary Duties of his Calling, 
with a prudent and moderate Care only ; 
indifferent to the great Improvements of 
it. leaving all that to Providence alone. 
Without uneafy Carking or Solicitude a- 
bout it. And laftly, he is altogether cold 
and indifferent towhatfoever is call'd plea- 
furable Pallime, Jollity, or . merry Divef- 
fion by the Wotld ; cielighting rather to 
retire, read, meditate and pray, that be 
might Converfe mod and principally with 
God tuA good Men. And thefe happy 
Marks of a true penitent Sinner, will besir 
Witnefs to his Vehement Defire of becoming 
a Tit^ Creature, and being furely accom- 
^s^yd with a Godly Sorrow for his Sina 
will make a large Advance in th^t Repen- 
tance to Salvation never to be repent- 
ed of. 

4. Another Fruit of GodlySorrow, in th* 
Ii6ly Textbefo^B us, is CbriftianZed^ which 
iiaturally fpi-lngs from the two foregoing 
'^anclii^of a real Anger at oar felves for 
thie'Gu&t alid Firfly ot our former Ways; 
Bud a vehement Defire to recover o\jf 
felt^fes, to the utmoft of our Power herfe- 
Bfter : For tlK penitent Smner findingtli« 



( -fo ) 

his Hatred of a vicious Life and his Love 
to God ran very low with him, whilft he 
■ allowed himfelf to live eafy in a Courfe 
of notorious Sins, which were fo ftri&Iy 
and plainly forbidden by the Laws of God; 
his Heart is now dogbly inflamed with a ho- 
ly Deteftation and Abhorrence of his for- 
mer prefiimptuous and unreafonable Courfe 
of Lifey aad his Paffions rife fo high at no- 
. thing that befalls him from without, as at 
the fad Remembrance of the wilful Sins 
he has fo eafily and fo often committed, 
without the leaft Remorfe of Confcience 
for the fame. In fuch Inftances as thefe, 
penitential Zeal exerts it felf : And I can*t 
but take notice to you, that all this while 
it has peculiar Reference to nothing elfe, 
but barely the fpiritual Ufe and Ifenefit of 
the Penitent himfelf. His Neighbour is not 
troubled with his Zeal, as in many Exam- 

?Ie8 of lefs finpere Zealots it is: Hi^ 
'riends,Neighbours and Brethren,may per- 
haps in proper Seafons reap the profita- 
ble Fruits of an afFeftionate Admonition 
fi-om him (but a very calm and gentle one 
to be fure, and that in perfeft Charity to 
their Souls ;) tho* this true Zealot has no 
Self-conceit of any extraordinary Grace in 
himfelf, and therefore is much lefs gtiilty 
of reproaching, defpifing, or thinking lit- 
tle of his Neighbour (but this only by the 
by-:) The farther Zeal of a true Penitent is 
chiefly and principally towards G:pd ^ , by 
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whofe good Spirit he is fuppos'd now to be 
awaken'd from his fpirituai Lethargy, and' 
to bethink himfelf how carelefs, cold and 
unaffe&ed he has ufed to be, both in his 
private and publick Offices of Devotion ; 
nay, peradventure has prophaned Go^'s 
holy Name by his cuftomary Swearing and 
Cuffing in familiar Converfation, and giv- 
en Occafion to the Enemies of the Lord 
to blafpheme and fpeak evil of all Pro- 
feiTors of Reli^on in general: The doleful 
Remembrance of all which things now 
wounds his Soul to the quick, and makes 
his Heart bleed for them. And the only 
Hopes he has of being ever pardoned for 
them, is for ever hereafter to be eminent- 
ly ftrift and pundual in his Attendancer 
upon Ggd, both in his Clofet and the 
Church ; and therefore raifes his Heart to. 
the higheft Pitch of Devotion, as well in 
one as t'other, as the moft awfiil Senfe of 
that tremendous Majefty he worftiips, can 
bring him to ; joining a ftedfail Faith to 
it, in all his TKreats and Promifes ; with 
a bitternefi of Heart within him for daring 
fo prefumptuoufly to provoke him, as he. 
had done, and an undiflembled Condem- 
nation of himfelf alfo, as the vileft and moft 
contemptible of all the Sons of Men. AncI 
herein appears that excellent Zeal indeed, 
which the Apoftle mentions as a genuine 
Frutt: of Goa^'3orrow for our Sins. 
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f.Thckftl (hall mention, is Self-Reveng^: 
I call it fo, becaufc all other Revenge m a 
damnable Sin ; and therefore the Apoftle 
donbtlefs meant no otherwife by the Re- 
venge in his Text. Now Self-Revenge is 
nothing elfe bui: the Sinners chaftening 
himfelf, in Hope he may be tiie lefe feverc- 
ly chaflcn'd of the Lord ; and therefore im- 
plys in it iuch penitential Pra&ices as thefe ; 
Self-Denial, Mortification, a crucifying the 
Flefti with the AfKfeftions and Lufts there- 
of ; by prudent Faftings, Watchings^ tcmr 
Derate and abfbemious Living, thwarting 
his ftrongeft Appetites to every fenfnal Hea- 
fore, and (to teftify his Contempt of the 
World) by as liberal and expenfive Alms 
as isis Condition will admit of;, in a Word^ 
by gmcfeg a general Biil of Divorce to dl 
the Sins he has been mofl: in Love with 
tliroughout the former Courle of his Li& ^ 
labouring, whadGiever the CosfliS: becwecii 
Flicfli and Sj^it may be in him, to bring 
imnielf to as fettled a Habit of the contra* 
ry Courfe of virtuous living at laft, as Self 
Examinatioa tells him, he had allowedhamv 
fj^in, for gratifying his viier, vicioiDsand 
moft -^al Indinations befcn-e. Thia is pro* 
periy Self-Revenge, and is eme of the mofl: 
fruitful Branches of GoSij Sorrow, which 
tmngeth fbrthRepentaQcetoSaicvatiQn» iie« 
vs^ to be repented .o£ 

Ihave nowexplaiflfd at&iig^iia you, tiier 
three firft neceffary Conditions required of 

tfiy Clhriftian by the Covraaxvt of Grace ; 
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namely, Baptifm, Faith and Repentance, in 
every Part and Circumftancc of them. Ex- 
cufe the Tedioufnefs of my Pen in it (my 
dear Brethren) for Matter rofe upon me be* 
yond the Bounds of that Brevity I firft pro- 
pofed. 

The Conditions, ftill remaining, accor- 
ding to the primitive Pattern I laid before 
you, are of eafier Apprehenfion to us afl 
(though of equal Neceflity with the reft •,) 
and therefore I may fafety make, I hope, a 
Ipeedier Difpatch of them all. 

The next Condition then is this ; that ^ 
very Chriftian muft continue ftedfaft in the 
Apoftles DoStrine. And, God be thanked, 
<the Church we have beesn hs^doJy baptized 
into, affords us all the charitable Heips, 
that we can ftand in need of^ for perform* 
ing this Condition ; having preferv'd for 
m a fliort and plain Copy or the Articles 
of Faith, thofe EmbafladoTS of the Son df 
God publifh*d to the World, in the noted 
Form of Do^ine, called for that ReafoH 
theApoftles Creed, or in familiar Language, 
'Our Belief: And this it has explained again 
nous (as fome Hereticks gave Occafion for 
4c} bjT primitive and ancient Comments up- 
on it, without a Tittle -of any fundamental 
•Cteinge, in two other like Forms of Apo- 
ikdlkal Dodhine, called the JVi(V^<? and A- 
ibamjian Creed : To the ^bftanc^ of which 
authendck Forms of ibund Words (fo Bf- 
ten repeated in the Service of the Chwok) 
icaep clofely, I befeecK ^ou, ^ndLfet^'^ 
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not one lingle Point of them ; whether it 
be of the three coeternal and coequal Per- 
fons in the ever bleffed Trinity aflerted 
there •, or of one true Apoftolical Church 
founded by the Order of the Son of God 
amongft Men (of which I fhall fpeak more 
in tlie following Head) or of theForgive- 
nefs of our Sins, for ChriJPs Sake, on the 
Conditions of the Covenant of Grace, or 
of the General Refurreftion of all Men, or 
of a ftrift Judgment to come, and of a Life 
everlafting in Happinefs or Mifery for good 
and bad Men : Forgoe^not, I fay, one fin- 
gle Point of thefe Apoftolical Truths, upon 
account of any arrogant Scruple of proud 
Reafon againft the Myftery ofyour incom- 
prehenfible Creator*s fure and certain Re- 
velations i and much lefs upon the profane 
and vain Babblings (toufe the Apoftle's 
Words) of Men of perverfe Mind^, who 
feek to turn away plain-hearted Believers, 
from the Acknowledgment of the Truth i 
But upon this folia Foundation, efta- 
blilh your Chriftian Faith, and waver 
not, and you Ihall perform the principal 
Part of this Condition of the Covenant 
of continuing ftedfaft in the Apoftle's Do- 
6h:ine, as you are required to do. 

And as to the other Part of their Do- 
fbine, relating to a ftridUy moral and ho- 
ly Life, the Church has doubly provided 
to inibuft you thoroughly in that alfo. 
I, By prefervii>g as faithfully for you all 
i the 



the genuine Records and Writings both of 
the Evangelifts and Apoftles thernfelves in 
the New Teftament ; as I fhew'd you ftie 
had done their Creed before : And i. 
by drawing ijp ready to your Hand, a Summ 
of all the faving Dbftrines contained in thb.fe 
infpired Scriptures, in her moft excellent 
Catechifm : Read, ftudy, and ingraft into 
your Hearts then, the plain Doftrme of the 
Sacraments of Chrift there, together with 
your Duty to God and your Neighbour, 
lb cpnipendiouliy, and yet conipleatly re- 
prefented to you in it, fleering theCourfe 
of your Lives and Converfations by it, and 
doubt not but you continue as ftedfaft i^ 
the Apoftles boarine, as the firft of Chrl- 
ilians did. 

The three laft Conditions of the Cove- 
nant will fall under one general Confidera- 
tioh, and having been longer than expeft- ^ 
ed in the reft, I fhall make one joynt Ex- 

Slication of them all ; and you will find in- 
eed the Nature of the Thmgs thernfelves 
requires it fhould be fo. 

For the Particulars are thefe, that eve- 
ry Cihriflian niuft continue ftedfaftly in Fel- 
low&ip or Communion with tlie Apoftles ; 
and in breaking of Bread ; and in Prayers 
with tliem. And you'll be apt to think per- 
haps, at firft hearing, that thefe Duties 
feem fo peculiarly belongii^ig to the firft 
Converts,, who lived in the fame Time with 
the Apbflles thernfelves^ that it fhould b^ 

impfaracaWcto be doneui oMtlivji^^^^ 

E we 
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live fb many hundred Years after them- 
But afliire yourfelves (my beloved Brethren) 
that the Duties are as practicable ftill, and 
the Obligation lies as ftrohgupOn us in theife 
latter Ages of the Church to do fo, as k 
fay upon any primitive Believfers who were 
cotemporary with them ; and the Obligati- 
on is rounded upon no lefs a Bottom than 
our Saviour Chriji's infallible iPromife t6 
tho(e ApofUes, that he would be with them 
always to the End of the World : And 
three or four Things cafeftrlly confider'4, , 
will 6f>en this Truth Very dearly to yoa. 

t. Confider then, that our Savioui^ 
toinifterial Cbmmiffioh, t6 teach and bap- 
tize M Nations, was folely and whoify gi- 
ven to thofe very Apoftles at his laft Fatre- 
wdl to the World. So S(t. Matthew cells 
tis, (chap.xxviii. f. 16. to the End of that 
Chapter.) 

i. That Ify fendihg them ftrth, as the 
Father had lent him, {yob. itsi. if.) he 
both enjoyn'd them to ;^ubIifK the Gofpel 
as long as they lived, and authbrifed th^m 
to ordkin thiiir Succeflbrs for the faine'lPur- 
pbfe, artd to govern the Churches befbrfe 
they died. Edch Part of ^hich afbftblr- 
cal Cbmmiffion St. Paul (who had a right 
Hand of FelTowfliip with theitt all) ehii- 
n^ntly Dut tn Pradhce by paflirig thrdtJgh 
WWaleXiii^cfoms to convert them tb Cliri- 
Aa$ xiv. ftfahi^, aAd by brddnthg Eidirs (tHacis, 
^s^ Minittcts of the Churches) m cVefyl^lace 

•3 Sfwitt 



\»^here he found them wanting •, and more- 
over, giving full Power to fuch as he at 
fign'd the larger Jqrifdiftiotis, to ordaiil 
Ijp'irituaji Governour;? ajndMiniters to fuc- 
cecd duem jikcwife : A3 appears hy hisftrift 
Charge to Timotby (whom he had made 
Bifhop of Rpbefus before) in xhefe Words^ 
The Things which thou haji heard of tncj fays i Tim. 
he, amohgfi numy H^itneJfeU the fame commit "^"^^ 
thou to faithful Mcn^ whojball be able to 
teach others aljb. And in the fame Manner 
to Titus again (whom he had made Biihop 
of the Ifland of Crete) For this Caufe^ faid Tit. i. 
he, left I thee at Crete, that thpH fiouldfifet 
in Order the Unngs that are ivanting^ and or- 
dain Elders in every City, And remember 

3. That to nb other Perfofos whatfo- 
ever amongft the Thoufands of Followers 
and Difciples of the blefied Jefus^ was fuch 
a govemmg and minifteriat Power in the 
.Churches intrufted by him befides. 

From thefe Confidcrations, duly weigh^d^ 
^e muft fee, that the Holy Jejifs^ (diat di- 
vine Lord of Unity and PeaCe) manifeftly 
intended lus Church upoii Earth, to be but 
Od€ -, and that an univerfal apoftolital Church 
too (as our Venerable Creeds call it) or ^s 
the Holy Ghoft flyles it, a fpiritual Buiki- 
Iftg, raifed upon the f*Qundation (not of • 
any fingle Apoflde) but of all the Apoflles and £ph.xi t 
ifVvpii^; «ach. being a Pillar equally ftrong 
to bear vsp anv Patt of the whole, which 
ibould'be buiK*iQ)on it: And Jejiis Chrifi 
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hirilfclf the only fingle Corner-Stone, who 
by the Truths which he revealed for our* 
Belief, and by the Doftrine he taught for 
our Iriftruftion to eternal Life, and by his 
own Spirit promifed to abide in this Church 
for ever, unites the whole into one. And 
judge ye now (my beloved Brethren) in 
what other Manner the bleffed Jefus fhould 
make good his folemn Promife to his Apo- 
ftles, that he would he with them to the End 
of the World (who notwithftanding were 
mortal, and dyed by Martyrdom or natu- 
ral Death, like other Men) but by conti- 
nuing prefent for ever with this apoftolical 
Church, which is fo evident a Plant, you 
fee, fprung up from the genuine Seed of 
their Doftrine, and of the minifterial Au- 
thority derived fucceffively from them a* 
lone ? And highly remcj-kable to this Pur- 
pofe it is, and feems to fpeak our bleffed Sa- 
viour's own Meaning diredUy to be fo 5 that^ 
in the fame Breath, wherewith he utter'd 
their minifterial Commiffion to them, he 
gave them this Promife, without a Tittle 
itth. of Interruption between them, of being with 
nii. ipi them dwa'js to the End of the World. Con- 
fult St. Matthew's Text, and you'll find it 
to be fo. 

And now to apply this to the prefent 
Point in Hand. It will follow from hence i 
that whofoever fliall hold Communion with 
a Chriftiin Church, which has thefe Tefti- 
moniak of truly apoftolical Dodrine taught 

amongil 



amongft them, and is under the Govern* 
ment and Miniftry of fpiritual Rulers and 
Paftors, deriving their Authority by fuc- 
ceffive Impofition of Hands, and Prayer, 
(after the Example of the Apoftles them- 
felves) from that very original Commiflion 
of theirs^ given out from the Mouth of the 
Son of God to them v he may truly be faid 
to fulfil thefe laft and great Conditions of 
the Covenant of Grace, of continuing as 
ftedfaftly in the Fellowfhip of the Apoftles, 
as their ,very cotemporary Converts did j 
and befides, that Chrift himfelf will, accor- 
ding to the true Meaning of his' faithful Pro- 
jnife, be ever prefent in fuch Affemblies, 
to hear their hearty Prayers, and blefs eye-r 
ry Ordinance of his own Jnftitution, that 
Ihall be celebrated there. 

And, to conclude this Head, and dif- 
mifs the Explication of all the Conditions 
required of you, by the Covenant of Grace, 
to make your Peace with God j I fhall on-? 
ly leave this ferious Admonition with you 
all : That whereas the merciful Providence 
9f God has, through the Care and Wifdon> 
of our venerable Reformers (not many Ge^ 
nerations paft) manifeftly fettled and eftar 
blifh'd here, fuch a truly apoftolical Church, 
both in Form and Dodbine, in this our nar 
tive Land, agreeing with the earlieft Ages 
of Chriftianity itfelf 5 wherein the Word of 
God is the avowed Rule and Authority for 
all the Doftrinc flie teaches ws^.^ %s^ x^cs&v. 
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her foiritual Governours and fubordiiiatc 
Minifters derive the Charafter and Commif- 
lion of their holy Funftions from that ori- 
ginal Grant and Precedent of the holyApo- 
ftles themfelves (fet forth to you from their 
own Writings but now) by afucceflivelm- 
pOution of Hands, and Prayers, unto our 
own Times ; as the Records and Hiftqry 
of the Church would inform the Curious ; 
and the vifible Conformity alone (I fhould 
think) of her Conftitution to the dpoftoli- 
cal Model in the New Teftament, would 
give all reafonable Satisfaftion td an inge- 
nuous Mindi fince fuch an apoftplical 
Church, I fay, is thus planted amohgft us* 
and vifibly enough to be diftinguifti'd from 
all counterfeit Images and plaufible Ap- 
pearances of any thing that fliould be call'd 
a Church bcfides, by the genuine Marks 
and effential Properties of it, which I laid 
Ipefore you now ; I can't but ftridUy warn^ 
and affeftionately conjure you all (my en- 
deared Brethren) to keep clofe, and confci- 
entioufly fteady to the Fellowfhip and Com- 
munion of fuch a Church, into whrph, by 
God's peculiar Goodnefs, well nigh all of 
you have happily been baptized ; by attend- 
ing conftantly to the Miniftry of God's hon 
ly Word there ; by partaking of the blef- 
led Sacrament of the Lord's Supper from 
the Hands of fuch apoftblical Deputies and 
Succcflbrs, as apparently difpenfe thdfe 
fkving Mvfteries to you^ wth a warranta* 
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ble Authority for what they do ; and that 
you never ceafe to joyn in publick Prayers 
with Aich, fo long as they difpenfe the ge- 
nuine Poftrine pr Cbriji and his Apoftles 
to you. And this, as you tender the fa- 
crcd Unity of that Cliurch, which your 
ble^ed Saviour had fo much at Heart for 
evier to continue one ; or, as you defire his 
Prefence and Blefling upon every publicjc 
Afl: of Worfhip and Devotion, that you 
pay to him ; for his folemn Promife, you 
fee , of not forfaking his Apoftles to tKe 
End of the World, doe;s moft immcidiately 
b^^ong to A^c^ Chriftian AiTemblies ajo^e. 

And now I have explained to you, in 
the Sincerity aad AfFeftion of my Heart, 
every particular Head I firft engaged my 
fclf to (peak to, by reprefenting to you, 

I. What the faving of our Souls means, 
and under that Head, how much Help the 
very Light of Nature, and the inward Ad- 
monitions of our Confciences do afFqrd ijs 
towards it. 

n. What fure Proofs and mideniable 
Authority we Chriftians have, by the Son 
of God himfelf cbndefcending to come 
down from I^eaven, and dwelling amongft 
Men, of the Certainty of an enolefs Life 
to come, and of the vaft Concerns that e- 
very one of us have therein. And, 

ni. What Conditions God requires on 

i>ur Part, in that Covenant of Grace which 

>vas feal*d by i\it Blood x>f our Divine Sa- 

' ' E 4 vwit 
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viour for us, in Order to the faving of ouf 
Souls for ever. God of his Mercy grant 
a Bleffing upon my weak Endeavours, for 
the fpiritual Good and eternal Welfare of 
you all. 

In Order to which Succefs, fp affeftio- ■ 
nately wifh*d by me, I promifed to recom- 
mend fome few Rules at the laft, for the 
better performing all the Conditions requi- 
red of you, and for compafling that great 
End of dying comfortably, and being fafe 
and happy for ever and ever. And I fliall be 
fhort in thefe, becaufe thie neceflary Means 
and Conditions of it, are at large defcri- 
bed before. And 

I. The firft Rule I recommend to you, 
is to fet a due Value upon your Time. The 
Affairs of every honeft CalHng in the 
Worlcl, will and muft require a great 
Part of it \ yet that may be fanfti^'d too, 
by mixing devout Ejaculatiojis, ever and 
anon, to Heaven, in the midft of it. The 
NecefTities pf Nature, fuch as Food, Sleep, 
Clothing, and the like, will juftly claim 
another large Portion .of your Time alfo ; 
yet thefe, likle the former, may be im- 
proved to a Part of our Religion likewife 5 
by a regular Temperance, Moderate Reft, 
and a^ humble Decency only in our Drefs 
and Attire. But all this while, thefe are 
not direftly a fpecial Concern and Care 
- for oyr immortal Souls ; and yet Eternity, 
either happy or miferabfe, depends uprfit 

our 
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our good or bad Ufe of our Time of Life 
here : And fince thofe unavoidable Affairs 
and mere Wants of our mortal Nature, 
will 'take up fo large a Part of the few 
Years the longeft Liver of us all can attain 
to : Judge ye, how unaccountable a thL 
it muft be, for any Man living to fpeni 
in Vice and Vanity (as is too commonly 
feen) many and many of his ufeful leifurc 
Hours of Life ? Not that every innocent 
Recreation for weary'd Nature, or a kind 
Vifit to a Neighbour or Friend, in their 
proper Seafons, fhould be counted fo; 
but by the needlefs Length, or too often 
indulging of them, we unhappily wafte Op- 
portunities, which we dearly want for the 
Benefit of our Souls. And this will ap- 
pear the plainer by the Rules which fbllow; 
For, 

n. The fecondRule is this, That every 
Chriftian (even the bufieft in the World) 
Ihould induftrioufly contrive to fet apart 
fome void Spaces of the Day, be they more 
or lefs, according as their refpeftive Con- 
dition fhall be, for reading holy Scripture ; 
for Meditation ; and for Prayer : Other- 
wife, 'tis plain, their common Calling in 
the World (which at the utmoft can but 
make Provifion for a Ihort and tranfitory 
Life) niuft utterly fliut out and intirely de- 
ftroy th^ir High Calling in God, by which 
they are indifpehfably botod to ferve and 
worfhiphim, and by that Means alone, can 
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make a hopeful Provifion for all Eternity, 
and for the faving their Souls. The Jews 
themfelves had Morning and evening Sacri-^ 
fices ftriftly injoyn'd them for every Day j 
and moreover God commanded them far- 
ther, not only to keep his Laws in their own 
Hearts, but to teach them diligently to 
their Children alfo j yea, to 't^k of thorn 
as they fat at Home, as they walked in tlie 
Way, when they lay down, and when they 
rofe again ; fo hopelefs a thing, did that 
God who made us, fbrefee it would be, to 
tliink that Men (hould keep to any Rieligi!- 
on at all, who did not daily worfhip, me* 
ditate, and pray ; and they who liv^e lyith- 
out it, I wifli tney do not fadly find, how 
little of Religion they have ever had, when 
'tis too late to know. 

in. Another Rule is, that every Mm 
ivould^ narrowly watch, and with a Kind of 
jealous Care obferve, that peculiar Sin, 
which fad Experience tells him^ has, and 
does moft eafily befet him. Corrupt Na« 
rure indeed is miferably prone to every evil 
Way; but perfonal Conftitution, unhappy 
Education, this or t'other peculiar Employ- 
ment in the World, together with the 
Company, Examples and Temptations?, 
which cleave clofe to a Man, or unhappily 
Jfall in his Way, not unufually betray, even 
a well-meanitig Chriftian, to fome particu- 
lar Courfe of Sin, more dangerous to hini, 
!b.xii.i.'than the refti which St. Paul calls, f be Sin 

that 
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that does fo eaftlybefet U5\ whether it beldle- 
nefs, Drunkennefs, Wantonnefs, cuftoma-r 
ly Swearing, Wrath, Anger and fiery Paf- 
fions, or the like ; againil which known 
Enemy of his Soul (be it which it will) he 
(hould put on the Itrongeft Armour he pof- 
fibly could, every Day of his Life -, watch 
ftriftly againft every Approach or fufpici- 
ous Apprehenfion of it ; ftifle ferioiifly the 
firft Motion he feels within him towards it, 
by that abfolute Dominion, which God 
rnoft furely gave to the Souls of Men over 
the Appetites and Lufts of the Flefh, at the 
firft Creation, and will as furely now con- 
firm it to them after their Redemption, if 
they lift up their Hearts affeftionately to 
Heaven for it, and beg in Earneft for a fea- 
fonable Help from thence ; for this is the 
Benefit of that Gift of Grace, which wai 
{nirchafed for us^ lb dearly. Upon the Croft. 
IV. The fourth Rule I leave with you {and 
with which I fliall conclude) is this^, That 
you would make the four laft Thit^s, from 
whence the greateft Hopes and Fears of 
-every Chriftian naturally flow (namely, 
Peath, Judgment, and the Rewards and 
Pnnifliments of another World) the fami- 
liar Subje6ks of your Thoughts and Medi- 
tations, as often as you can. A fenfible 
Knbwiedge of thefc Things is not to be ha4, 
till they actually come upon us, aind then 
the eternal Decree will be paft,und the ck«v 
lift Knowledge of them will be of no Bene- 
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fit to us at all ; for as Death leaves us, lb 
Judgment will find us : But by ofi:en think- 
ing of them beforehand, we fhould have 
the ftrongeft Motives to break oiF any 
Courfe of Sin, and to lead a fober and r^lii- 
gious Life, almoft ever prefent to our 
Minds i that either Reafon or Divine Re- 
velfition offer to the Sons of Men, to awe 
them from offending God, or endangering 
their own Souls : To be fure, the leali they 
can learn by doing fo, will be thefe follow- 
ing Leffons of Wifdom, which muft highly 
conduce to their eternal Welfare in that 
Life to come. 

I . That all the Delights and Pleafures of 
their bodily Senfes, and all the comfortable 
Plenty of their Wealth and Poffeffions upon 
Earth (which are the utmoft Hopes and 
Joys of a carnal Life, and of the mere 
Worldlings of every Kind) will by one 
Stroke of Death, Ihortly be cut off ; their 
Bodies then turning into naufeous Putrefa- 
dion, wherein all their Senfuality lay i and 
their whole Perfons (Soul and Body) vio- 
lently fnatched away from all their dear Pof- 
feffions, never to have a Moment's Ufe, 
or fo much as a Sight of them any more ; 
and this perhaps (as in the Cafe of the great 
Projeftor in the Gofpel it was) before the 
next Night be over : At leaft:, we muft all 
own, that in Comparifon of the long Eter- 
nity that follows. It can't be fo far off, as 
the Evening of the fhorteft Winter Day^ 



whatever our Imaginations may conceive 
of the great Diftance of it. And this one 
would think fhould be of fome Benefit to 
Men, if they went no farther than to me-^ 
ditate often upon Death alone. But then 

z. Thinkihg often of the Day of Judg- 
ment too, the very ftartling Preparations 
for it only, would roufe the greateft Li- 
bertine from his deepeft Lethargy of Care- 
lefnefs and Sin ; whilft hfs Heart fecretly 
lillens to the Voice of God, thus fpeaking 
of it in the Holy Scriptures j That the^p^^ ijj^^ 
Heavens above us fhall pafs away with a lo. 
hideous Noife, at that Day ; and the Ele- 
ments about us melt with fervent Heat ; 
and the Earth and all the Works therein, 
Ihall be burnt up ; and then the Lord Jefus 
himfelf, with an Army of Angels about 
him, fhall defcend from Heaven with a i Thetl. 
Shout, fitting on a Throne of Glory, pre-iv« ^^r 
pared for him in the Clouds •, and the mrill 
Trumpet of an Arch- Angel fhall found fo 
loud, as to raife the Dead, great and fmall» 
from ^dam unto that Day, out of their deep 
and darkefl Graves ; all to ftand before 
the Judgment-Seat of their mofl holy Sar 
viour and Almighty God, to give an Ac- 
count of all that they have done, thought, 
or fpoken, throughout the Courfe of tl^eir 
whole Life> whether it be good or evil, and ' 
accordingly to hear an eternal Sentence pro- 
nounc'd upon them for it. Andjudge ye, 
if natural Confcience alone- could eauly 
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fttffef ^ M^ to lead an ill Life^ whd at th$ 
Very Iftftant that he knowingly does amUs^ 
fhould have a |)refeiit Apprehenfion wkhitt 
Jlkn, of foch awful Tmths as thefe. 

And how much fcfs, if he (hou(d hftve 
tfftenineditated^n the everiajling Rewards 
and PtittiflMncnts of the Life to com« ? Bi>C 
tor the Dire&km ^ your Mediations Ofii 
the iticomprehc^fible Joys, and ^expreffi^ 
fafc Miferies of thoife two laft and endl^ 
States of Men, nothing can be a(ided hy 
Man, to what that.diyine Embaflador from 
Heaven -(the ever blefled y^fifs) has defi- 
ver'd to us in bis incomparable Sermons 
and heavetfly Converfeticni whBft he lWc4t 
amongft Men ; (and I have hadOecafion to^ 
ftcw you that before.) For *tis fore, the 
Gates of Heaven are not to be opened t€» 
trs , nor the Mouth of the bettofnlefs Pit 
to be 'unfeaPd, for FIefli.andBlpod.to take 
ft fenfible I'rofped off th«m, titldie Sons ol* 
God, and Children of the wicked one, fhall 
be fefpeftively jk to be admitted into one 
or t'other, and to dwell for ever in them. 
Th6fe unfeen Manfions were created froqt 
the beginning to be of everiafting. Durati- 
on ; and the Happineft and Mifery of them 
foitcd to the utmoft Capacities of Angck 
jmd Men, for whom they were deligned ; 
-and therefore not thoroughly to be com- 
prehended by us, till this Mortal IhaDput 
on Immortality, ind this Corruptible fhajl 
put on Incorrupti^n sr which will not be tiH 

our 



8ur R.d*\irt'e<3:idn from the Dead. *th a- 
bUntfantly fufficieftt for our Encouragement 
tb contend earneftly all our Life long, for 
the Blifs and Happineft of the one-; and 
to warn us from falling wilfully into the Mi- 
fery and Torments of the other ; that both 
flfre affured to us by the Teftimony of God 
himfelf, and of our Lord Jefus Chrift his 
Son, to be infinite in their refpeftive Na- 
tures, and everlafting in their Kinds: And 
this is what the divine Goodnefs has gra- 
cioufly vouchfafed to reveal to us, and is 
the utmoft indeed that our prefent Condi- 
tion can be capable of. 

Pll conclude all therefore with the A- 
poftle's Ufe and Application to his Chri- 
ftian Brethren, of this very Subjeft we are 
now upon ; Seeing all thefe things (fays he) i Pet. 
Jball be diffolve'd^ fpeaking of the vifibleut x« 
World about us- What manner of Perfons 
ought you to be in all holy Converjation and 
Godlinefsf Lookingforj and bajtening unto 
the c6mHg of the Day of God. And again> 
wkh a repeated Zeal and Eamefixiefs in fo 
important a M&ter ; Seeing ye do look for f^ ^ 
fuch: things^ faid Yky W^gentj that ye may 
be found of him in Peace^ without Spot am 
blamekfs. And this fec» fctfth the full of 
my Intention in every iforegoing Page of 
this friendly Letter to you; which has 
prov'd too tedious, I fear, in the Variety 
of Matter contained in it. Yet e veryLine» 
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(■So) 

Pm fure, with finccrc Regard to your fpi- 
ritual and eternal Welfare, ever to be 
prayed for, as it always has been, by your 
near Relation in the Church of Cbriji j 



J.s. 



FINIS. 
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